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OF : 


EPISTOLARY LETTERS, 


Written on ſpiritual and intereſting ſubje&s, with 
chriſtian obſervations, meditations, profitable re- 
flections, and exercitations, on ſeleck portions of 
ſcripture ; ſhewing the various changes and vicifli- 
tudes of human life; the kind interpoſitions of 
providence, and the gracious benignity of Goo, 
in protecting, preſerving, relieving. guiding: and 
inſtructing his people through every ſtage and 
period of their lives: ſpiritually improved by way 
of letters, to different correſpondents on various 
occaſions, | | 


Buy the truth and fell it not, for the merchandiſe of it it 
better. than the merchandiſe of ſiluer, and the gain thereof 
than fine gold + She ts more precious than rubies, and all 
the things thou canſt deſire, are not to be compared unto 
ter, Prov. iii, 14, t5. and xxiüi. 23. 
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[| enics TWO SHILLINGS AND SbX-PENCE, | 


To the {ſincere Lovers of Truth, 
and GoDLy Simplicity: 


To all thoſe who are of a 
ſtudious Mind of every Sect 
and Party, of all Denomi- 
nations, who are determined | 
to know nothing elſe among 


Men, but Jxsus CuRisT, and 
him COD. 


8 


This Worki 18 HumblyTnfcribed, 3 
and Dedicated; | | 


By their Sincere Allectionate 9 


Friend and Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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AU T H O R: 


Dran Fa1zwD, 


A S I have freely received, fo J am in 
duty bound, as my Log aud Maſte 
hach old, me as freely to give; it is wor 
meet and right that I ſhould, inaſmuch as I * 
am a debtor to free grace. am happy in 
embracing this opportunity in commulüca- 
ting my approbation of the Work. 
T. rejoice to hear that you intend. by divine 
permiſſion, to publiſh a volume of spiritual 
Letters, it is a thing I have often wiſhed for. 
I can aſure you. that many of them which 
you have BEA Wes, to me, at different 
periods of time, have been made excecding 
uſ-fuil in my chriſtian warfare ; they ES 
come in the fullneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel 
of peace, ſometimes for correction, inſtruc- 
1 and 6 in. ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 
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jnſt as if the Loxp had communicated my 
diitrefles to you, aud ſaid. as one of old ſaid 
nurſe this child for me. So that it caul- 
ed me oft times to have recourle to them, 
in my different 1 and experiences. 
For my ovn part I' muſt confeſs that I value 
all ſuch epiſtolary addreſſes that come home 
feelingly, and affectlonately, pointed to the 
heart, they at once both proſit and pleaſe. 

Such addruſſes made to the heart, ſeldom 
fail, of the defired ſucceſs ; that which comes 
from the heart, generally goes to the heart, 
and fires the ſoul. with a holy diſintereſted 
love to Go; and his people; fee a lively 
and ſtriking inſtance of this in Mr. Foſeph 
Alliene's Priſon Letters ; and that dear man of 
Gop, Mr. Whitefield's Letters allo, who, 
though dead, yet ſpeaketh to us in their, 
I rtlers : never were there two men, who 
had more of Heaven let down into their 
hearts, than they, This ſweet exerciſe and 
chriſtian conference, revives and enlightens 

the foul, and kindles the ſpark in us, that 
ſometimes is ready to die; eſpecially, when 
the word comes to our hears, like Natian's 
word uno Dauid, Thou art the man,” in, 
ſuch Spiritual Letters as theſe. 

It is my humble opinion. that the fouls 
of Gop's people, are gencrally more edified, 
| bv ſuch means, than by the mult corre 
mot 18, diltitute of power, that can be de- 


lyered 
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livered by the fineſt orators; and the rea- 


ſon is, I believe. becauſe we ſpeak the ex- 
perience and feelings of our hearts, and. 
tell each other, how the Lore delivers 
us, out of ſuch and ſuch a triais; and this 
I apprehend was David's way frequently, 
when he converſed with Goo's people, as it 
is written, come unto me all ye that fear GOD, 
and I will tell you what he hath done for my foul. 


But alas! where ſhall we find ſuch as 
David now a days? that is not aſhamed to 
tell of the Loxp's dealings with their ſouls. 
Religion in this great metropolis is now 
become ſo faſhionable, that multitudes flock 


in large aſſemblies to hear the word, but [ 


fear there is but little, very little, chriſtian 
converlation, and correſpondence with each 
other. 

A good man ſaid to me the other day, 
when [ was in the country, (laid he) our 
aſſemblies are, like Heaven upon earth, we 
often meet together in the name of the Lord, 
and the LoRD harkens to us, and ve find 


our hearls burn within us while we talk and 


pray over the ſcriptures, But alas! (ſad 
he) in London, you ſcarcely know each 


other as chriſtians, by COnvering together 
about the things of Gov. 


Jam well perſuaded, if a cloſe correſ- 
pondence, and chriſtian converſation was 


Kept up, and maintained, and made our 


daily 


. 


3 
daily delight; we ſhould proſper and find 


our ala more alive to Gop, and be ena- 
bled to bear each others burden. And that 
this may be brought about, pratticed. and 
enforced, I wiſh you may publiſh your 
Letters, I can aſſure thee. my friend, that 
they have been made very uſefull to me, 
(aud h not to others) and if the Loa p is 
pleaſed to call upon me to atteſt them, by 
witneſſing to their uſefullneſs, I am doubly, 
and trebly bound to ſublcribe to them, with 
hand and heart; ſeeing that you have always 
ſhewed me lc many Adds of friendſhip. I 
am therefore 8 and eſteem it a plea- 
ſure, to declare to the world, the profit, 
comfort, ſatisfaction and eſtabliſhment 1 
have received, by reading the lame. 

I make no doubt, but the Lonbp will 
make them a bleſſing to the fouls of thoſe 
into whoſe hands they may providentiaily 
fall, And if my teſtimony, of their ulctull- 
nels to me, is by any means beueficial to 
you. it is at your ſervice; and here. by your 
peimiſſion, I will drop a word or two, to 
the Chriſtian Keader, and jo conchide, in 
the mean while, I with you divine ſuccels, 
aud affectionat ely, 


Remain, ever your's, 


| TrHropuilts. 
London, 
Feb. 12th, 1788, R E- 
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RECOMMENDATORY 
LE N R 
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R E A D E R 


CnxisT14 REA D́ FER, 2 | 


S I heard of my Friends intention in 

publiſhing a volume of EPIS FOLA-- 
RY LETTERS. on religious ſubjects, = 
the good of the poor of Cukisr's Flock; 
the poor I lay, as there are others ra 
the Author of theſe LETTERS-thinks the 
LuRD has raiſed up in providence, to teach 
aud inftrutt, entertain and profit, the more 
learned part of CunisT's Flock, who are 
men of ſuperior abilities; ev ery way gilt- 
ed and qualified for the work. "Ihe 
Author thinks himſeif happy 1' he can be, 
only a heip in the church; te do the mean. 
elt ofhce, to be a lervant to the illiterate ; 
to cleave wood and draw water, that he 
might abide in the place Cop nas called him, 
and miniſter according to the abilities 
Gop gives him; theretore to converſe with 


the 
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the lower claſs. is his humble emnloy, while 
the learned and ready inſtructed {cribe, cuts 
a nobſer tigure aud flouriſh in the church. 

To. ſet fort. the beautics of [esvs, in all the 
ſweet attrottiis 8 forms, and gutes of ſpeech, 

to pleaſe aud profit the more refined cars, 
ald delicate iaile, 

When I beard of the Authors intention, 
and knew bis diſintereſted mot ves, I could 
not but willvg:y alliſt Lim. and contribute 
this ſmall mite 1 ewe him, for bis kindneſs 
to me. I can aſſure tice dear reader, that 
although his hedy ard ſpeech may be weat, 
and contemptable through a {evere affliction 
and trying providence, yet. hike Faul. his 
Letters are we glity and powerful, though 
perhaps not drefled' up . ih eloquence of 


ſpeech, or the wiſdom of (his worlds learn- 


ing; yet, I have expericnced them foul revi- 
veing cordials to me. therefore. I hearty 
recommend them to ail thoſe. who love 
heartfelt union and communton with 
Cunisr. 

Some of theſe Le'ters, were ſent to me 
ſome years ago. that |.roved in the hand of 
the mt of Gop, e means I tult, of my 
conveihn; anc. (rowwvglit me to a laving 
kiowledge of © truth, for which diſtin— 


_guiſhing mercy 4 e Gab, and J cannot 


but love ang see tre infiiument. for 
whole fake 4 carefully preferred lkeverat of 
bis 
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his Letters in a bag ; though I believe un- 
known to him, until after he had publ.ſh=d 
his memoirs. &c. And as theſe Letters, 
had many times comforted my ſoul. I could 
not prevail on mylett to hide them any 
longer under a buſhel; or, conceal them 
in a bag; and that it was in me, a kind 
of ſacrilege, to rob the church of Cob, of 
ſo many bleſhngs. And when the Author, 
called thele Letters in, I voluntary ſure 
rendered them up, thinking, it they were 
publiſhed. they wight become more uſefull, 
and profitable, for the comfort of many: 
and Gop might be glorified by thele diſplavs 
of his goodnels, which theſe Letcers contain, 
in many ſtriking inſtances: I pray that all 
that read them, may find their couſolations 
neither few nor ſmall. „„ 
The Author of theſe Letters, I believe, 
has no pecuniary motives in view, but on! 
the glory of GOD. and the good of ſouls; 
and as a private Chriſtian, I believe, he has 
been as ſharply tried as moſt, what wich 
bodily infirmities, and family afflictions, 
and this makes the Letters more ſavoury 
and uſefull, to the poor tried weather- 
beaten Chriſtian, who is thankfull for ever 
help, and would not deſpiſe the day of m 
things; nor the inſtrument, becauſe he 
is not poſſeſſed with thoſe human en- 
dowments, that others are: his greateſt ac- - 


quiſitions 


CPA 
quiſitions are in experience. I muſt confeſs, 
for my own part, that 1 have known the 
Author for theſe fifreen years, and have 
correſponded with him by Letters, and have 
found him faithfull to my ſoul; he has 
watched over me and mine, and has 1 he- 
lieve, to the utmoſt of his power. and abi- 
lity. forwarded the falvation of my foul, 
as lome of theſe Letters, will teſtiſy. And 
the motive that ftired him up to help me, 
in my ſpiritual intereſt, is the ſame, 1 truſt, 
which induces him to publiſh. | 
Re-der, I truſt you will find nothing in 
this work inconſiſtant with the oracles of 
truth, and chriſtian experience. And if 
thou art for a clole union with Cuxisr, 
thou wilt find many perſuaſitives to ſtimulate 

you on; and particularly, to conciliate thy 
— and affettions, to Jesus CuRIsr, and 
ſhew you the bleſſed aas and bene- 

ſits ariſing there from. 
I ſhall now only beg of you to peruſe 
thele pages over for thyſelf, while I adopt 
the language of the blind man's parents in 
the goſpel. and ſay, he is of age, aſx him, 
. he ſhall ſpeak for himſelf; and J earneſtly 
pray Goy to bleſs them, to thy ſouls, 
conſolation, tn the mean while, reader, 1 
take the pleaſure to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your's, in the indiſſoluble bond. 

of free electing love, 

London, THEOPHILUS, 
Feb. 12th, 1788, | 
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Shewing the reaſon why penned : with a brief, 


account of the whole work : together with tb 


AUTHORS deſign in making i public. 


SERIOUS READER, 


3 you I more particularly addrefs 
myſelf, ſeeing you are intereſted 
moſt in the ſubject; and with humility 
I dedicate this work to you: beleech- 
ing you to accept of this ſmall mite 
towards your ſpiritual intereſt, which 
I caſt into the treaſury, of the labors 
of God's lervants, that has been eſta- 


. bliſhed 
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bliſhed for the ſupport and relief of | 
all the tried, tempted, and afflicted 
followers of the LAMB of Gon, of 
every deſcription and denomination, 
where the love of Gon is found, and 
on whom 15 the MARK; or the image 
of JIxsus, as we are ALL the children 
of GoD, by faith, in Cuxisr JESUS, 
whether Few or Gentile, Sylhnan, Bar- 
bas ion, Bond or Free, ſeeing Gop 18 
uch in mercy to all that call ubon ham, 
en incerity and in truth, as he (even 
Je$us) 2s no reſpecter of perſons, for 
Lis by grace we are ſaved, and that not 
cf onr/elves, it is the gift of Gop, 
through our Lord Jrsus. CHRIST, by 
whom we have received the atonement. 
Dear reader, you know it is always 
cuſtomary to aſſign a reaſon for the 
motives, aims, and ends, that ſtimu— 
lates a perſon on, and moves him to a 
work, as an apology for publiſhing a 
work of this nature; and I carnot 
better apologize for my condutt, than 
in the words of one who ſaid, „If I 
thought that nothing could be uſefull 
and edefying but what is par pee 
ne, 
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fine, I ſhould have been quite diſcou- 
raged from this attempt; but to be of 
this mind, were in effect to think there 
could be no food, but what 1s prelented 
in a Lordly diſh; no good lodging in 
in any houſe, but ſuch as were built by 


ſome curious mechanic, or, famous 


architect; nor convenient accommoda- 
tion in any room or chamber, but ſuch 
as were finely painted, or hung around 
with very neat arras; how few would 
their be to fight for their country, if 


none were allowed to do fo but mighty 


heroes, great champions, and ſuch as 
are head and ſhoulders, higher than 
others. How many muſt go naked, if 
no clothing were allowed, but ſilk and 
ſattin, and rich embroderies ; It would 
be hard to perſuade the world, that 
none ſhould write or make uſe of a 
pen, but ſuch as could imitate the 
lineſt of copperplate ; or none ſhould 
open there mouth to ſpeak, above 
their breath, but ſuch as could equal 
the fineſt orator.” | 


When I firit began to write, I never 


had the leaſt idea ofcom poling avolume 


of Letters on the ſubjetts, you ſee theſe 
| A 2 Let- 


r 


Letters conſiſt of: ſuch a deſign was 
foreign to my thoughts; I never enter- 
tain no ſuch thoughts; therefore theſe 
Letters were never ſtudied; but penned 
at ſundry times, as they aroſe and 
prong ſpontaneouſly out of my heart, 

or they are the warm bieathings of 


my foul, through the powertull operati. 
ons of Gop's prohfic ſpirit. And 


occaſionly extorted, and drawn from 


me, rather, through the imponunities of 


my correſpondent friends, and through 
that love, and affettion I bore towards 
them, in the bowels of JesUs CHRIST, 
I was conſtrained to comply with their 
requeſt; willing to aſiſt them with my 
poor endeavours, if by any means, I 
might contribute a ſmall matter to- 
wards their ſpiritual intereſt; and their 
mutual edification, for as the Apoſtle 
ſays the LOVE of CHRIST conſtrai ned 
me. St. Paul, was willing to become 
all things or any thing, ſo that he 


might win, ſave, ; ay ſome; and thus 


I communicated ſome piritual inſtruc— 
tions in theſe Intle vehicles; and I ſent 
off my thoughts frequently as they 

aroſe 


A K 1 wi: 3 


4 - ah. 8 ” uw al aaa 1— — al 


11 XA 


aroſe and ſprang up in my mind, flow- 
ing warm from my heart, in this artleſs 
and unpoliſhed ſtrain; unadorned with 
the beauties of rhetoric and eloquence 
of language. | 
I never once thought what I had 
written in ſecret, {ſhould ever be Pro- 
claimed on the houſetoþ ; no, never did 
I think that my private, and ſecret 
thoughts, and my communion with 
Gop, and my friends, would ever be 
brought to light, to be gazed upon; and. 
exhibited to public view, to the eye of 
the cenſorious critic, as well as the 
candour of my brethren in the faith, 
though of different perſuations, and 
alſo, to the Gop lx edification of the 
people of Gop, in general. The fir{l 
thing that moved me on to this work, 
was, the ſolicitations of ſome of my 
friends, who had been edified by theſe 
LETT ERS, and had received much 
henefit from my private labours; and 
one of my friends in particular told 
me, that he had thought of ſelecting 
(by my conſent) ſome of my LET-_ 
'FERS, out of the many he had by 
A 3 him 
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him, and ſo form them into a little 
volume, as he ſaid they contained 


ſome ſpiritual inſtruttions, and though 


many of them were originally penned 
for his private inſtruction, and edifica- 
tion, yet, he did not like to be ſo 
contracted in his charity, as to covet 
all himfelf, nor wiſh -to circumſcribe 
them in ſo ſmall a compaſs, as thecircle 
of my acquaintance; but he wanted to 
extend them far and wide, that my 
profit might appear unto all, and my 
labours made more generally uſeſul, 
for the good of ſouls, and the cauſe of 
truth. Vs . | 
Thus when my friend communica- 
ted his deſigns to me, and had given 
me ſome ſubſtantial reaſons for his 
conduct, I. felt a great reluctancy to 
comply; I expreſſed my diſapproba- 
tion, thinking it too delicate a ſubject, 
and it might be thought by ſome, 
(who were leſs candid and not pre— 
poſſeſſed in my favour) too favour of 
pride and auſtentation, thus to pub- 
lich my experience, as well as my re— 
ligious ſentiments; by way of LET- 
TERS: 
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TERS : However, after much conſi- 
deration and debate on both ſides of 
the queſtion, pro- ing and coning, and 
with much deliberation, well count- 
ing the coſt; I began to build my- 
ſelf, as I could not ſubmit, nor conſent 
to have it executed by my friend, 
leaſt his candour and attachment to 
me, as a boſom friend, ſhould prompt 
him on to make ſome additions, and 
give ſome encomiums on the work, 
that would exceedingly hurt my feel- 
ings; as I know that fach is the de- 
pravity of the human heart, that a na- 
tural affection will ſo blind our eyes, 
and prepoſſeſs our minds in anothers 
favour, as to make us partial towards 
them, and in this ſenſe, love hideth. a 
a multitude of faults, and covers man 
weakneſſes and infirmities, thowch 
ſometimes ſinful and reprovable ; as 
I have found by experience, that the 
creature love, will fo bias a man, that 
he will even connive at the faults of 
his brother, ſo that he cannot faith- 
fully reprove him; for he is fearful of 
offending him, and hence 1 1 7 
; infer, 


viii re. 


inſer, that the love of the crea- 
ture where it prevails beyond its pro- 


per bounds, will blunt the keen edge 


of a cutting reproof, and make a man 


unfaithful; and hence the Apoſtle ſays, 


of I was to pleaſe man, I ſhould not be 
the ſervant of CyrisT. It is hard to 
give a man his juſt character, and due 
raiſe, without running to extremes, 
herefore, I conclude, that wifdom is 


profitable to direct, in ſuch caſes as 
theſe, it is not thoſe that man 


commends is approved, but whom the 


Lob commends. 


Now in order to ſatisfy my friend, 
and grant his requeſt, I promiſed to 


engage, and take it in hand myſelt, 


ſo to make ſome extracts from the 
LETTERS, I had at different times 
communicated to ſeveral of my cor- 
reſpondent friends, with a view to 


edify them; and hence I could make 


free expunge and retrench, ſuch ar- 
ticles as were of leſs conſequence, 
and leſs calculated to edify, and only 
preſerve what was ſpiritual, ſound 
and ſcriptural ; this I thought would 

| be 


be moſt eligible, in my own Jong 


ment; as I could make free an 
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beſt 


alter myſelf; and either lop off ſome 
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4 ſuperfluous branches, and add and 
& ſupply, other defficiencies, where it 
vas wanting. Thus upon the whole 


making the work as edify1 


as pol- 


N n 
& ſible. Though aſter all, I (hall have 


2bundant reaſon to be aſhamed of 
my want of abilities for ſuch a work, 
for if the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
could cry out, who is ſuffictent for theſe 
things? then ſurely I more, who am 
leſs than the — of all Gop's ſer— 
vants, not worthy of the name of an 
help in the church, much leſs a 
teacher of others: However, I am 
what I am, i. e. A mere paſſive in- 
ſtrument, made of clay, and if the 
heavenly Potter deigns to make me 
a veſſel meet for his uſe, I am happy, 
lo that the excellency and the power 
may appear to be of GOD, and not of 
MAN. | | 

Now my friends, if my weaknels is 
diſcovered, you may impute part of 
the blame to e Wy for demand- 


ing 
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ing ſuch an undertaking at my 
hands; ſeeing that after I would not, nor 
could not conlent for you to publiſh 
you then preſſed me very urgently to 
undertake it myſelf. 
Epiſtolary writings, and diary me- 
ditations of a ſerious nature, as a ju- 
dicious writer obſerves, © have gene- 
rally-met with great acceptance among 
thoſe experimental chriſtians, who 
have a talte for religion, who have 
felt its divine influences and ſaving 
ower on their hearts : People of this 
e deſcription, have a remarkable 
partiallity for this ſtile of writing; 
neither is it all unaccountable or ſur- 
prizing, when we recollect that ſuch 
writings, have in general, a pecular 
glow and warmth in them; they are 
more ealy and ſimple, and have more 
of the language of the heart, and of 
the fire of devot ion and religious aflec- 
tion, than laboured e can 
be ſuppoſed to have”. „ 
Here I mult confeſs, that I am a 
great ſtickler for, and lover of, all 
kind of epiſtolary and devotional writ— 
gs, 
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ings, that are ſound and conſonant with 
the {criptures, and the analogy of faith, 
whether they be memoirs, or diaries, 
hymns, or any kind of devotional 
exerciſes, offered up, and directed to 
FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, as three 
diſtinct PERSONS, yet one divine 
ellence, ſubſiſting in each divine per- 
perſon, ONE GOD and uadivided 
jJEHOVAH, that are diſtinguihable by. 
their divine ofhces, and characters, as 
FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT: they dift- 
er only in office, but 1n cilence they 
are one divine ſupreme JEHOVAA, 
maker of Heaven and Earth, Angels, 
Men, Thrones, Kingdoms, Principali— 
ties, and Powers, and every Creature, 


whether animate, or inanimate, in 


33 * 
move, and have their exiſtence in HIM, 


the ſelf exiſtent IRHOVAH, they all con- 


whom, and through whom, they live, 


/ifl, and for him was all things made, 


and without him was nothing made. 

I cannot diſmiſs this ſubje&t, now I 
have touched upon 1t, withoutjuſt men- 
tioning my ſentiments and ideas, reſect- 
ing this grand fundamental and leading 

| article, 


inne 


article, of the chriſtian faith, though at 
the ſame time, I muſt confeſs with 
much humility, that it is but a little, 
yea, a very, very little, that I know of 
this profound miſtery of the Trinity, | 
yet, Finn I do know, underſtand and 
believe, ſo much as is eſſential to my 
ſalvation. 5 
And that there is three divine per- 
ſons, in the Godhead, is very clear, 
and evident to me, from this ſcripture, 
John, xiv. 16. where our LORD GOD 
and SAvIOUR clearly exprejles it, and 
in beautiful order, the three diſtinct] 
PERSONS, in the PERSONAL 
PRONOUN HE. Firſt, J:svs pray- 
ing the FATHER. Secondly, the 
FATHER ſending the comforter, at 
the Sons requeft; and Thirdly, the 
SPIRIT coming and taking up'hts 
relidence in the hearts of his peopte, 
and that for ever. In this text, we have 
Gop the ſpirit promiſed to be with 
us, for ever; and in Feb. xiii, 3. Gob 
the Father ſays I will never leave you, 
nor forſake you, and God the Son ſays 
lo! Iam with you always, to the end 
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of the world. Again, that JesUs 1s 
Gop, is very clear, (and the Apoſtle 
underſtood him ton be ſuch) to me, 
from theſe words of 7 homas, in John, 
© xx. 28. where he cries out, fy Lord 
1d and my God; this one paſſage ſuffici- 

Y ently pros fo me, his GOD-HEAD, 
though a multitude more texts might 


be produced to prove it, for the ſpirus 


witneſs is true, although, he bore record 


re, Hof himſelf, in the heart of the Apolile; 
OD MFfor none can call Jesus Lo, but by 
nde Holy Ghoft. . 


And that the Holy Spirit is Gop is 
evident to me, beyond ail doubt, from 
that memorable paſſage in As, v. 4. 
Why hath Satan filled thy heart, to lie 
unto the Holy Ghoſt. 1 hou haſt not 
the lied unto men. but unto Gop. i. e; unto 
his the Holy Ghoſt as before mentioned, 
ple, in the ſacred text, fee John, xiv. 16. and 
jave compare it with the 1 Epiltle of John, 
v. 7. Now in the mouth of theſe two 
ſcripture witneſles, every word ſhall be 
ſtabliſhed, reſpecting, FArHER, Son, 
and SPIR1T, and on this rock I build 
 endÞ2y ſoul, and all my hopes of peace, 
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pardon and eternal glory, in the world 
to come; and I beleive that againſt 
this triune Gop (as the divines phraſe 
him) neither Earth, Heaven, nor Hell, 


Men, nor Angels, nor any other crea- 


: 
£ 
I 
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ture, {hall be ever able to prevail, ſo as 
to move my foul that is built upon it: 
no, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, | 
before one ot or little of GOD's word | 
F/hall fail ; therefore my foul exults and | 


ſings under this pleaſing idea, and 
tranſporting Can 1 and {weet conſi- 
deration, and mercy of all mercies a 
triune Go, in ſweet harmonious agree- 
ment to fave my loul. 


ce In every trouble ſharp-and ſtrong, 
„% Myſoul to Jesus flies, 

«© My anchor hold is firm in him, 
„When ſwelling billows riſe. 


His comforts bear my ſpirits up, 
I truſt a faithful Gop; 
«© The ſure foundation of my hope, 
© Is ina Saviouks BLooD, 


2 Reader, theſe LETTERS contain 2 


my ultimate ſentiments, there is ſcarce 


an 


Arr. xv 


a point of doctrine I hold, but what 
is more or leſs touched upon, in the 
courſe of theſe LE'T TERS. 

Theſe LETTERS were written at 
different periods, to various perſons in 
ſeveral fates, circumſtances, and con- 
JF ditions, ſome treat of my own experi- 
„ Fence, and run in a devotional -ſtram; 
ſome in a doctrinal line, experimentally 
d hangled and apply'd; allo, ſome con- 
id fit of exercitations on particular 
fi- Jſelect portions of ſcripture, on a ſer— 
[monizing plan; therefore I have cho- 
ſen ſome texts of [cripture and preſixt 
them to each LETTER, as a Motto, 
that doth in ſome degree, correſpond and 
harmonize with the LETTERS. to 
which they belong; thus making the 
ſcripture my rule, and counſellers, to 
keep me from wandering from what 
vs written: Says David, wherewithal 
wall a young mancleanſe his way,but by 
 [eherng heed thereunto, according to 
© Why word. I have choſen the way of 
ruth, thy judgments (or thy word) 1 
ine lad (in my heart) before me. Pim. 
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Ithink I have a precident, if not 
a command for writing in an epiſ- 
tolarv ſtrain, for all St. Paul's, Epiſtles 
were written m this manner, (which 
the Holy Ghoſt no doubt judged moſt 
profitable) thus conveying inſtruction 
to his hearers. His Epiltles as well as 
St. Peter's, abounds with ſpiritual 
wiſdom; they are replete with inſtruc- 
tion, and furniſh us with all manner 
of chriſtian advice, as it is written, the 
Icriptures are profitable for doftrine, 
for pore? fo 1 Lee inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs, that the man of 
GoD, may be furniſhed unto every good 
word and work. 2 Tim. m. 16. 17. 

In theſe Epiltles of St Paul, and 
St. Peter, we have ſaithful rebukes and 
reproofs, mingled with wildom, and 


love; likewiſe cautions againſt evits' 
and dangers, and kind pathetic 
admonitions and exhortations to 


abound in the work of the LorD, what 
to do, and how to act, in every {tation 
Ay FI likewiſe, w hat to receive and 
what to reject; who to hear, and how 


to hear, and what to believe, and what 
0 
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to diſbelieve; and how to try and 

rove the doctrine we hear, to ſee if 
it be according to truth and godli- 
nels. Finally, how to prove and try 
the ſpirits, both miniſters, and people, 
to ſee if they are of Goo. 

In theſe Ni of the Apoſtles, is 
contained all that is needful, and 
neceſſary. to ſalvation, for life and 
godlinels, as they are a compedium of 
the whole ſcriptures, in the Old and 
New Teſtaments. How largely he 
treats of it in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, their we have the ſubſtance 
of all Mofes's, writings, and in the 
Epiſtle to the Romans and Galatians. 

In thele Epiſtles, we have the temper, 
ſpirit, and nature, of chriſtianity, 
deſcribed at large; ſo that by compar- 
ing our experience with the law, and 
the teſtimony of believers in the gol- 
pel diſpenlation, and the unerring 
word of truth (thele are ſtandards, or 
the ſcriptures of truth, the lively 
oracles of truth, or the lively oracles of 
Jenovan) we may know by, thus 
diligently examining ourſelves whether 
we are in Cu RIST JESUs, or CnRISTIT 
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in us; otherwiſe wg have reaſon to 
conclude, that we are reprobates con- 
cerning the faith. —— 
We have a great variety of in- 
ſtructions in theſe Epiſtles, for they 
don't only treat on one ſubjett, but 
many; the ſubjects vary as often 
as our experience varies. Thus we 
find that the Apoſtles views of things 
differed, ſometimes tempted and ſorely 
tried, and at other times as much com- 


forted, in order to know how to ſpeak 


a word in ſeaſon; to one he gives a 
word of reproot, to another a word of 
advice, to another admomtion, to an- 
other an exhortation, to another a word 


_ of comfort; and conſolation, and to 


another a word of ſupporrt; thus ſuita- 
bly adminiſtering ſcaſonable inſtructi- 
ons; inſealon and out of ſeaſon, as every 
one's circumſtance- and condition re- 


quires ; for the cauſe of Gop, and the 
everlaſting welfare and good of their 


fouls : over which the Holy Ghoft 
had made them overſeers. He knew 
how to abound (in their behalf) and 


ſuffer 
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ufer want, how to reorce, and how 
to weep; how to be abaſed, and how 
to be exhalted; how to become weak, 
and how to be {trong; how to be 
bold before his enemies, and valiant 
for truth; and hence we hear him 
enumerate up all his troubles, that 
he ſuffered for the churches ſake; he 
was in perils of robers, in perils by 
his own countrymen-; in perils by te. 
heathen ; in perils in the city; in Perils 


in the wilderneſs ; in perils among 


K 

a /alſe brethren; in wearmeſs and hain- 
ft /ulneſs, in watchrng often, in hunger 
- WM and thirſt; in faſting often; in cold 
d Ic 

0 . 


and nakednefs, O. 2 Cor. Ki. 
0 26. 27. E . 
t- Thus the Apoſtle became all things 


1- WW and fufferedio wt, and was ſorely 
y | exerciſed! with all manner of body 
and ſoubexerciſes, indeaths and dangers 
1e Wl often ſo that if by any ee he 
ir nmzht ſave ſome; any thing or nothing, 
J's 10 Thel oh RIST- x Pat 6 Je ALL i 
w [| ALL, as it is written, unto the Jews | 
14 | became a Few, that I might gain the. 
er | Jews; unto them that are OT the 
. aw, 


xx r 


law, as under the law, that I might 
gain them that are under the law ; to 
them that are without law, as without 
law, (being not without law to Gop, 
but under the law to CHRIST) that 1 
might gain them that are without lau 
to the weak I became weak, that I might 
gain the weak ; I am all things to all 
men, that I might by all means fave 
/ome. 1 Cor. ix. 20. 21. 22. 
I have oſten thought it was a great 
Pag, that ſome miniſters ſhould la- 
our ſo much, in writing ſuch long 
laboured treatiſſes, on one ſingle ſub- 
ject; and ſpin it out into a large vo- 
lume, when more neceſſary things have 
been omitted; it is a tedious — 
for me to read ſo much on one ſub- 
ject; the mind is glutted and loaded 
with one ſort, ſo that it weary's more 
than edifys. The ſame as when we 
are ſurfeited, and cloyed with ore fort 
of diet ; whenwe have lived too long on 
one thing; and though it may be good 
and wholeſome 1n itſelf, yea, and ve 
delicious too, yet, by frequent ule it 
becomes loatheſome, and we want a 


change 


r 
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change in order to gratiſy the taſte. 
It is juſt fo with the mind, for the 
mind cannot edify in dwelling too 
long on one ſubject, it wants a change, 
it's not profitable to pore too long on 
one thing, however lound and ſerip- 
tural. A: 

I will illuſtrate this, by another 
known ſimilitute, as for inſtance, when 
we travel one road many times 1t 
becomes dull and irkſome, and by 
our conſtant viewing the things. that 
prelent themſelves to our fight, on the 
road, they loſe our attention and 
niecer obſervation, their beauties and 
novelties do not attract our eyes, as 
they were want to do heretofore; they 
licken in our ſight, and our famili- 
arity with them, has rendered them un- 
profitable, becauſe, they are he— 
come ſo common, they conſequently 
are leſs entertaining to our curioſity, 
and theretore they no longer feed the 
mind, and amuſe the fancy. 

But when we take a new direction, 
on and cher road, where we have never 
been, nor tiavelled before, then, freſh 
I] objetts 
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objects preſent themſelves to our view 
and brings freſh delight, and attracts 
our cloſeſt obſervation, and inſpection 
then we view, and admire every thing 
we lee, worthy of our oblervation, and 
never take off the eyes, while we can 
diſcover any thing pleaſing and enter- 
taining to our ſight. 

Juſt fo it 1s with ſpiritual things, for 
dwelling and poreing too long on one 
ſubject, in ſpiritual matters, gluts the 
ſoul, and makes it even loathe that 
which was ordained for our profit, and 
becomes a ſnare, to begit a loatheing 
of our real food, and ſpiritual provi- 
ſion; the ſame as the ſtomach would 
loathe its meat, when lived too long 
upon it; therefore as the ſtomach 
wants a change of diet, (for living too 
long on one ſort of food as I oblerved 
before, whould ſoon ficken a man 
however good in its kind) ſo it is with 
the ſoul, it wants a variety, for a 
word in ſeaſon, how good it :s? it 1s 
like apples of gold in pictures of ſilver. 
Every truth and word of dottrine is 
good in its ſeaſon, when it comes. 


. 


ſilver, 
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And what makes the word ſeaſonable, 
is the various trials, and changes we 
are daily exerciſed with, theſe create in 
us an appetite for the word, this 
cauſes the ſoul to hunger, and thirſt, 
and makes every butter thing ſweet, 
and every part of GODS word precious 
in its ſealon; It is {the the honey or the 
honey comb. ——more to be eſteemed 
than our nece{/ary food; and more 
valuable than thvuſands of gold and 
and more prectous than 


rubies. 2 

Were our trials not to difler, and 
our wants to vary, we ſhould nct want 
ſuch a variety of dottrine, reproots, 
corrections, ſupports, comforts and 
promiſſes, but as long as our experi- 
ence and wants ſo vary, we ſhall ever 
ſtand in need of different 2iſhes, and 
cordials, ſerved, and diſhed up from his 
word, and ſpread on the Goſple Table, 
Gor has elegantly ſpread, and gar- 


niſhed, and ſet forth by his miniſters, 


wiſely and ſkilfully ſet forth in great 
abundance; . with this invitation, 
* Eat O friends, . 
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O beloved Song, v. 1: This is all 
done agreeable to CHRIST's command, 
where ye emphatically ſpeaks to ſuch, 
John, xxi. 16. Feed my ſheep, feed my 
lambs, Sc. Gon's word is the food, 
CHR1sT the falted calf, and Paſchal 
LAMB, for them rghtly to divide, 
and to give every loul his portion in 
due ſeaſon. | 

Thus it ſhoull be our work and 
buſineſs, to dwell ſom=times on one 
part of ſcripture, and ſometimes 
upon another; for as I oblerved 
before, as oiten as our trials vary, we 
as often want to ſhift the ſeene, in 
order to proſit. The word of Gop is 
admirably calculated above all Books, 
to entertain, a ſerious mind, and 
benefit a gracious heart; as the ſcrip- 
ture abounis with all manner of 
ipiritual wiſdom, and knowledge, 
which is able to make its readers wile, 
eternally w/e*to ſalvatzron. It abounds 
alſo with all forts of ſubjetts, ſuitable 
to every perſons caſe and condition, as 
we travel along through this dreary 
delert, and dark vale here below. . 
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It is a great Gelb never to be de- 
ied, that ſuch is our 1gnorance, aud 
Denen of heart to believe, that as the 


1 


, 

” Prophet ſays, we want line upon line, 
d,. Vecept upon precept, here a little and 
al Mere 2 litile, juſt as our ſhallow, dull 
e, Wea pacities can receive it. 


The leriptures ate my ſore-houſft 
ad ſpiritual treaſury: yea, and armory 
00, they lerve to a- moniſh me, and 
3 me, and wake. me wile to 


ne 
eg onlider my latter end, they are a 
d Hrecedent and example. to imitate and 


patronize, and copy alter. "Ihe ſcrip— 
ures are pregnant with a variety of 
Apes and; contains mwiormation on 
ery point of chrillian doctrine, and 


* xnerience, relative to matters of 
p- faich and practice, and this muſt be 
of difying. The New Teſtament is 


full of this, as well as Mo/es's and the 


5 ] hic ſes t] 
le, aden Which compoles the 
ds Teſtament, eſpecially cur Log ps 
FA ermons, and divine diſcourles in the 
0 four Evangeliſts, Mal lhero, Mark, 
ry Luke, and John; and this is another 


B aad realon that I afign for my writ- 
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ing in an epiſtolary ſtyle; thinking it 
the moſt ſcriptural and eligible way. 
Thus diſcourſing upon every point of 
chriſtian doctrine, and experience by 
turns, as we (ee this method purſued 


by the SaviouR and his Prophet's 


and Aþoftle's, and unravenng every 
part of chrifljan e-nerience, and tlie 
windings ot the human heart, and tle 


leadings of Divine Provicence. 


I don't like the notion of iome, who 
{ſtuff the head only with dry aoctrines, 
and curious ſpeculations (though I 
bold it necel uv, that ite judgment 
ſhould be well? informed, and eſta— 
bliſhed): But 1 love to fee addreiles 


made as the Saviour did, poiqtedliy 


to the heart, and conſcience; what a 
mullyplicity of fibrects our SAVvIOUR 


Giſcu Ted in he cone of bis minitiry, 


as may be leen in tlie four Evan- 


| geliſts. 


I have both command, precept, 
precedent and exatuple, in the ſerip- 


| tures (to jaſtity rtie in this ſtyle of 


writing) as they are our rule, to re- 


gulate Our conduct, for in the ſerip— 


tures 
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tures we have God's will revealed 
reſpecting every -necefiary truth tie 
commands us to behcve, and receive; 
beſides the conduct of all the Prophet's, 
Ales and S1znt's too, as examples 
for to ſhew us how to act. Gonry's 
word is the beſt directory, through 
the powertull operation aid guidence 
ot his ſpirit, the unction, as 7% 
favs, from above. 1! we have him, 
we need no ather human help; with- 
out the ſpirit of Gon, ubny ſuch as 
jiaſhruments, all other Boots on ethics, 
and dry morality, are: Val, when cotn— 
pared to the Bible that precious 
Book. It. is a ket: vea, 'a noble 
commendation one gives of Goy's 

word, the Book of Books, as he ſays, 
I have lound. 


„Gop's kindeſt thoughts are here expreſt, 
Able to make us wile and bleſt; 

The qoctrines are divinely true, 
Fit for reproot and comfort too. 


In the ſcriptures we may read his love, 
In long epiſtles from above; 

The bright inheritance of Heaven, 
Is by this [weet conveyance given.” 
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Theſe ſubſequent LETTERS con- 
tain a variety of ſubje&s, on practical 
as well as doctrinal divinity, you will 
find diſplayed in ſeveral points of 
view, the various and different ſcenes, i 
changes and revolutions, the chrif- : 
tian paſſes through, in this ſtate off 
probation and trial, here below, whilit| 
conflicting with the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil, the world's trinity. 

You will ſee in ſome degree, the 

oor weather-beaten - chriſtians faith, 

1s hope, joy, love, patience, courage, 
and fortitude, how it ebbs and flows, 
wavering and fluctutating, through all 
the interchanging ſeaſons and vieiſſi— 
tudes of life; lometimes up and 
ſometimes down, never continuing 
long in one ſtay. Now flrong in faith 
ſo that they could remove mountains, 
and ſurmount the greateſt difficulties, 
believe all things, and fear nothing 
and anon, weak and doubting, and fil 


of fears, and unbelief, and ready to 
fink in deep waters, where there 1s no 
ſtanding; this you will find 15 more or 
| les, the chriſtians experience. But 


bleſſed 
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bleſſed be God, though faint, yet per- 
uing, and always exerciled with 
W {ome of the above mentioned evils, 
and as the pious Mr. Bunyan, ju- 
dicioully oblerves, | wth 
« The Chriſtian man is never long at 
„ß nog | 
„% When one trouble leaves him, 
another doth him leite“. 


h, And this, dear reader, you will find 
e, cxceniplitied, in this Series of LET.“ 
s, IE RS. 5 . a 
1 You will alio find, obſervations on 
i-M the conduct of profeſlors, their lite 
1d W aid character delcribed, and attendance 
gon the means; abuſe of ordinances and 
th !i!ghting of ſound GopLy,-wile and 
s, labourous miniſters, who watch for 
s, e ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give an 
account of their flewardſ/np. | 
ill Here it is to be lamented, how ſome 
to profeſſors {[1ght ſome mimiiters {or ſome 
10 little peculiarity of ſentiment, and dil 
or | ference in perſuaſion, in ſome trival 
ut inſignificant non-effential* thing or 
ed other, which is more of private judg- 
C3; ment, 
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ment, than matters of faith; ſome will 
not, as a great man ovlerves, “ think 
and let think.” It is my humble opinion, 


as well as the learned, yet, conſc:en- | 


tious and pious, Mr. Toady, that the 
rights of conſcience are inviolably la- 
cred, and liberty of private judgment 
is every man's birth-right.” Sce nis 
caveat againit .unlound doctrine, 
Page 17. whe | 
Furthermore, in theſe LETTERS 
you will find, ſerious, warm, and co- 
gent exhortations to praver and watch- 
fullneſs, to lee the faithfullneſs of Gop, 
in anſwering our prayers, and the 


bleſſed effects and coniequences, of 
thts divine and-heavenly exerciſe, how 


it warms the. heart, and enlivens the 
»/T-etions, and begets gratitude in the 
foul. 

Likewiſe you will further lee, the 
means through which ſpiritual com- 
munion, and ſweet tlelHowſhip, and 
holy familiarity is kept up, and main— 


tained with Cop, at a throne of 


£1Aace. 


Again, 


A 


Again, you will find the believer, 
contemplating on the {criptures, and 
nticipating the joys of the other 
world, whereof we ſpeak. Holy con- 
tempt of the world. and it's of nw” 
elements as quite inſufficient, to ſatis 
the valt defires of the immortal foul, 
which is commenlurdte with eternity, 
and coeval with GOD himſelf. 

Several of thele' LETTERS were 
written to friends, while they were 
+ Wavourimgunder trials, afflictions, croſſes, 
- Wand tcmptations of various ſorts; to 
Wome in a backſliding Rate, and ſpiri— 
tual declenſions, in order to reprove, 
rebuke, comfort, ſtrengthen, and 
encourage, as their ſeveral ſtates, cir- 
-umilances, and condition required, 
making the beſt improvement of 
hole ſevere (though profitable) exer- 
ies, with a view to rouſe, {tir up, 
nd alarm them, to a ſerious conſi- 
leration of the awfull confequences 
f thele things, if not ſanctified; and 
n the other hand, to {hew the bleſſed 
ſtetts if ſanctified, and well improved; 
alio the end and deſign of the Lokp, 

N in 
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in thus exerciſing his people, as it 1; 
written, to lake -away ther n and 
purge them, that they may bing forth} 
more fruit, and to teach them, v0 
an evil and bitter thing it 1s to fin 
ag ainſt Gop, and forjake him, they 
fountain of living waters; allo” to 
bew them the intention. and end of 
the Lob, as St. James lays, brethren 
you, have feen the end of the Lok p, 
that the LORD 2s very Prizful and 
tender mercy. James v. 11. 

I have lound this divine emplov, 
in writing and comſorting others, (in 
my weak [eeble way) very profitable! 
to my own ſoul, it has brought ite 


reward with it; it has kept my ſoul * 
- alive, ſo that I have indeed found the 1 
words of the wiſe man true, in my ex © 
rience, namely, he that watere!h Ml 

all be. watered again, for there 1 N 
that which fcattereth and yet in ; 
creaſeth. See Prov. xi. 24. 238.“ 
You will find my ſubjects vary and.“ 
differ, according to the different trials 
and diſpenſations I have been paſling ( 


through; freſh trials, gives freſh mat: 
| ter, 


nr Ne - Rn 


ter, freſh light and life, and produces 
new diſcoveries in the word of GOD; 
for it is by theſe things, 1. e. by freſh 
trials, and ſharp conflicts, man lives, 
(in the ſpiritual world) and in all 
theſe things, 1s the life of our ſpirits; 
thele things gives an additional luf- | 
tre, and exquiſite beauty to the 
ſacred ſcriptures; and makes them 
» precious, and as we experience the 
08 {veetnels of them, in our fouls ; fo 

we are enabled to diſcourſe of them 
„ experimentally, as we feel the divine 
n influence of theſe truths glow, with 
eh pious ferver and warmth in our hearts; 
un hus when we feel effectually this di- 
vine influential power of it in our 
e hearts, we then don't underſtand only, 
and give a bare conſent and aſſcent to 
it, but feel it, and can teſtify of that 


| 
* which we have ſcen with our eyes, 
a which we have looked upon, and hands 
WW have handled, of the word of life. 
nd 2 Eptil. 7% i. 1.——This we declare 


dal % You, ver. Fan. we believe, 
zue (and I may add, fee] too) thoſe di- 
iat vine truths in the heart), therefore 
ter, _ . have 


ain 


have we poten- for out of the abun- 
aance of ihe ticart, the mouth ſpeaketh Wi: 
Now lerious reader, let me intreatHe 
1 to peruſe the following LET. 
"RS candidly, and 1mpartiatly,/: 
wu hout any prepoſſe ſſion either for, or 
a gainſt the Author, let him be put 

quite out of the queſlion, as neter 
wants not thy praiſe, if he can eſcapehel 
thy cenſur-s) while you attend to what: 
is written, agreenble to truth, and their 
analogy of tne ſcriptures, and chriſtian I 
experience, making a charitable allow-W" 
ance for the weakneſs, and imperfec- Te 
tions of the Author, who | is conſcious MM? 
of his want of abilities, to poliſh 
his lubject, and ſet it forth to the 
belt aavantage, in the beautics of 
language: to pleaſe the ear, and charm 
the heart, with the forciable and attrac- 
tive powers of rhetoric. However, this 
I am perſuaded of, that though you 
may not {ind any thing to pleaſe the 
ear, or captivate the fancy, and warm!. 
the immagination, vet, you will find 
your feelings deſcribed more or leſs; 
thy diflerent lrames pointed out, thyMP 


Jjoys, Q 


PR. E FLAC. xxxv 
oys, thy ſorrows, thy fears, and thy 
ioubts fhewn, and many trials and 
temptations ſimilar to thine, to verify 
his icripture. ..Namely, as in water, 
face anſwereth face, fo doth the heart 
man lo man. Prov. XXVil. 19. | 

You will not only ſce the many 
trials, flreiglits and difficulties, the 
chriſtian is brought into, but his delt- 
verance and kind aniwers to prayer, 
in many remar-able initances, and this 
I truſt, (through the bielling of Gon) 
will jtrengthen thy faith, and encou- 
rage thy hope, and enlven thy joys, 
and conciliate thy heart, aud actions 
to JESUS, the medialer of 8 
covenant in whom dwclls nl (ne Full- 
neſs O Godhead bodi'y. 

L fhall add no more information in 
this introduction, to my Letters as I 
intend to give a Table at the 


* | 


end of the work, to ſhew the whole. 
contents, to point ou! ihe diſfezent 
ſubjects handled in the work. 

Finally, I now cov elude, by ſecond- 
ing what I have written, with my 
the 


AL- 


prayers, lor the blefling of 
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ALMIGHTY, to accompany the 
whole, with his benediction, and make 
it a bleſling. to many ſouls ; while the 


17 Author earneitly requeſts (for 


is labours) an intereſt in che pravers, 
of the farthfull in CURIS T 3 
that he might finiſh his courſe with 


Joy. That this may be the happineſs 


of us all; is the fervent praver and 


affectionate wilh of your's, to ſerve 


in the bowels ol 1 SUS CHRIST. | 


2 * 


% 


Kingſton upon Thames, 
Oct. gth, 1788. 
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AUTHOR'S 
APOLOGY. 


R R, I have in the preface- 
anticipated many of the objec; 
tions that may be made, againſt this 
work; though not all: But I hope 
Il have' not by this means put any 
objections into my readers mouth's, 
vhich they never thought of, if 7 
have, then I have deleated my owp 
elign, and rendered this Apology 
abortive. a 
My intention in anſwerivg theſeveral 
bjections, and making them was, to 
e before hand with ſome, and alſo to 
prevent further trouble, in making a 
Py to any objectionable part of this 
* 2 


'Or - 
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I have endeavoured to avoid and 


wave all controverted points of dott- 


rine, and publiſhed nothing but what 
18 eſſentially neceſſary to be believed, 
in order for our ſouls to be eſtabliſhed, 
not only in the effentials for our 
future happineis, but, our preſent 
peace, comtort, and eſtabliſhment, in 
grace. 


Again, I have ende c to pub- 


lim nothing that needs any vindica— 
tion, for I dont want to be at the 


trouble of doing it. However I truſt, 
I have wrote nothing but what It 
calied upon, 1 can, (in my poor way) 
* indie ate in a ſimple way and manner; 
for, it is a general rule laid down. 
71th me, that when I ſpeak or write, 
not to idvance any thing that I cannot 
defend and prove. [ truſt in this lenle, 
I can fav, with David, I have not med 
led wilh things too high, for me. 
This I leave for the diſeuſſion of 


abler pens, to thoſe who have got a 


happy talent for the work. As to 
mylell, I dont think myſelf, competent 


. to 


1 


1 0% 0 -F. xxxix 


to the talk. But while others are 
executing this ſuperior, though difficult 
talk, be it mine to miniſter according 
to the abillity Gop grves me; and 
employ myielf in ſpeaking of the 
things, with which I am familiarly 
acquainted with; with things, that are 
within my ſhallow capacity. 

I would wiſh to imitate here, the 
divine Apoſtle, St. 7oizn, 1. e. to ſpeak 
and write of the things which my eyes. 
nave ſeen, and ears have "ey a and 
hands have handled of the word of 
life. It would be rediculous and at- 
fectatious for me to flrive to mimic 
the learned and eloquent orator ; this 
wiſdom as well as many other ſpiritual 


matters is too high for me. 


I have given you the belt reaſons I 
can, for my conduct in this work, 
and if theſe will not ſuffice, I have no 
better. You well know, that it is, 
and has been the common practice of 
all Author's whether learned or un- 
learned, ſacred or prolane, to make 
apologies for their conduct; and if 
a Cicero, the Great Roman Orator, 
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and a Demoſthenes, the Greek Athe- 
nan, could apologize for their con- 
duct, though perhaps, they were two of 
the moſt learned and profound ſcholars 
that age produced, in which they 
lived; then ſurely, I, who am (com- 
paratively ſpeaking) but an ideot and 
© novice, to them in what the world 
calls wildom and learning. There— 
fore, when I conſider how that the 
molt learned, and the moſt gracious 
100, in all ages, have pleaded an 1n- 
dulgence; therefore 1 think, that I 
have an undoubted, and an unqueſti— 
onable right, to, claim the ſame can- 
dopr and charuy of my readers; for I 
think it is the illiterate that ſtands in 
the moſt need of it : therefore I think 
this rcaſon {hould ſulhciently plead for 
vour charitable indulgence, without 
any further plea. . 
Many objections have been made 
againſt this work before it was pub— 
lithed, and this appears very ſtrange, 
that ſome {hould find fault, before 
they have ſcen a line of the work. 
ſays Meodemus, to the rulers, doth 
our 


0 Yy.- 


pur law condemn, a man before it hears 

tim ? Here I would anſwer, and ſay, 
before you condemn, ſearch, like the 

noble Berean's examine, come and fee. 
If there be any good that comes out 
of poor Galilee. . 


| Now if objections have been made 
againlt it, before publiſhed, what may 
expect when it comes out to public 
8 view, but this 1lliterate infant, and 


poor fugitive, like Gad, will be per- 
N ſued with a troop of hoſtile enemies 
at its heels? But, this is my mercy. 
if it ſhould be found to be truth, 
[ though plainly and {imply ſpoken. 
that Gad ſhall overcome at laſt, and 
land unſhaken when malice, envy, and 
reaſon fails. J am quite aware of the 
holt of enemies to combat, when 
this infant is expoled to the world. 
uncloatned, unlwadled, unpoliſhed. 
and unadorned with the beauties of 
language and {louriihes of rhetoric. 
Apologies are generally much ob- 
jetted againlt, tho they at the ſame 
time are principally intended to con- 
tute, and counteract ſuch objections. 
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As this work has been many years 


in compiling, (and yet without any 


hinderance, of any other buſineſs) and 
the publication held long in fuſpence, 
by reaſon of ſome oppolition, there- 
fore it's enemies have had much time 


to muſter-up their objections, in or- 


der to make as vigorous and formi- 
dable attack as they can, on this little 


vellel. Now to prevent any further. 


trouble on my part, I have canvaſled 
a few of the objections, and anſwered 
them as well as I can: As I mean to 
make no further replies nor rejoinders, 
let what will be urged againſt it; as 1 


have neither time, inclination, nor 


talents to engage in a_controveryy ; 
for controverly is what I hate, and 
would avoid, except it be in eſſential 
matters, and here I would contend ear- 
neftly for the faith, once delivered to 


' the Saints. If I had an intention to 


controvert in non-eſſential things, then 
I ſhould quite defeat my deſign, in the 


publication of theſe LETTERS, (as 


they are intended for edification) and 


deſtroy the ulefulnels of the work. 


How- 


A OIL O Gd . kli 


However, I thought it neceſſary and 
expedient, to ſay, thus much by way 
of apology. _. | 

Dear dr let this ſerve as an 
antidote againſt the poiſon that may 
be imbibed through the craft and po- 
icy of Satan; whole buſineſs it is to 
prejudice the mind, and abuſe that 
which is good. May the Loxrp de- 
feat his deſigns, and fruſtrate his in- 
fernal ſchemes, and bring all his coun- 
ſel to naught. r 
The work has nothing but truth and 
ſimplicity to recommend it, to che reader 
f every deſcription. And J am per- 
uaded, however, if the reader has an 
knowledge of the Author, and the dil- 
advantages he labours under, in the 
rant of natural and acquired abili- 
es, a liberal education, together with 


* 


„ § V * 


o Frery other human help and natural 
o Wndowment, (fuck) will not expett to 
en We any of theſe flowers grow in his 


ne irden. However, it will ſuffice the 
as MWuthor of this work, if he is enabled 
nd Wo ſpeak plain, ſimple, rational and 
. Intelligible; this is all he wiſhes, or 

aims 


xliv THE AUTHOR's 


aims at, in a work of this nature, not 
by power, nor by might, (L mult ex. 
peci to preva:l with my readers) But 
by ihe hir of our Gon, who fome- 
times ou! of the mouth of babes and fuck- 
lings has ordamed ftrength. Plal. viii. 
o.—And hid the miſtenies of his love 
from the woridly wife. and prudent, 
and revcaled them unto babes, (when 
compared to men of letters), that no 
Haft fhould glory in tas preſence. 
Matth. xi. 25. 1 Cor. i. 29. 

As to the Author of theſe LET. 
'TFRS, he is not a perſon of much 
note ip the religious world, being 
only a private perion, and not ha- 
ving thole advantages and priviledge; 
as ſome writers have: he is, therefore, 
under the neceſſity to correct and re 
vile his work bimfelf in the belt man 
ner he is capable of. He don't ain 
at, nor pretend to, any florid language 
bombaſtic, ſcholaſtic, nor, pompous 
phraſes; but an artlels ſimplicity, and 
honeſt bluntednels. 


Many errors in grammar will doubt. 
lels preſent themſelves to the eye 0 
ö | the 


os. xlv 


the learned and critical reader, who has 


: a taſte for good dition, and a mel- 
liuous ſtyle ; but as ſuch have ſuperior 
+ MW abilities, they can eaſily correct for 
MW themſelves, where they ſee him err. 
1 And as to the illiterate reader, (who, 
e perhaps, is as ignorant of letters as 
„Ihe Author), he may not diſcover the 
ad errors, and therefore, it cannot much 
1 offend him. However, notwithſtand- 
ee ing there are many grammatical 1n- 


accuracies, yet the Author truſts, it 
vill by no means mar the ſenſe, nor 
obſcure the meaning. I hus Reader, 
I ſhall take my leave of you, and bid 
ha vou farewell, while you, by the bleſ- 
ſing of Gop, peruſe the following 
ſheets, and make the beſt improve- 
ment you can, of what is written; for 


re a | 
an Jvhat is written, was written for edifi- 
\i nf cation, that through the comfort of the 
gel recious truths of Gop it contains 
30 ou might have HOPE. | 
and 
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CONTENTS 


T7 Hs work contains the following heads 
(viz.) LETTERS on cafurſtical, expla 
natory. confolatry and epiſlolary Divinity. 
On the work of grace in the heart; the con 
viclions of a ſinner deſcribed, ſlated, argued, 
and illuſt rated from fcripture and experience, 
freftically and experimentally handled. 
Doubts, objections and intricate queſtion 
anſwered. 
On the juſt: fication of a ſinner, and of hu 
_ acquittal both in the court of conſcience, am 
in the court of heaven, and deliverance fron 
the law. | 
On the liberty of the Goſpel, and the privi 
leges of believers. E | 
On the power and love of Gop, as diſplaye 
in numberleſs inſtances, not only in the courſe 0 
providence, but, in the conviclion and conver: 
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nation of his unmerrited, boundleſs be- 
8350 and benevolence towards, his people, 
ro the whole courſe of their hes; and af 
aſl a happy arrival in glory, all thro' the 
ender mercy of our Gop.—On the various 
rials, temprations, and fore conflicts the be- 
 W--r is exerciſed with here below, in this 
!ais of probation and trial. 

On the many enemies that be/el ! ie chriſtian; 
und the craft, ſubiilty and power of the grand 
rc adverſary the Devil. 

On the comforts and conſolations of !he G7 /oel, 
% e blefedneſs of the chriſtians life; not- 
ola pil funding r the many troubles they are ſubject 

Wo; (ihownſe its Excellency and tranſcenden cy when, 

mntraſted wilh the life of the worldling and his 
„% jos 7 

On the value of the Bible, and the divine 


11911al and auiheniicity of that incomparable 
. Buok of Books. 


"M0: the worth of a Goſpel Miniftry ; the means 

grace and every other divine inſtitulion, 
/ I 
= the bel vers growth in grace, and ſurther- 
„cn the G vel. 

On the abuſe of Godly, found, * mi- 

„ ſ%ers.“ 
0 On the ardingnces of God's houſe ; how lo uſe _ 
as Hou profutably, and how to hear the goſpel, 
4 ken and where, 


VET: 
C2016 
CO- 


xlviii CON T E N T s. 


On the ſpirit, temper, and diſpoſition of a 
real believer, as deſcribed in the word, Hie 
bejt method . how to judge of the truth, it's di- 
vine emdences examined and impartially con- 
fidered, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpi— 
rituals, making the unerring rule of God's 
word. the lively oracles of truth; the judge 
to decide all ſpirilual matters. 

On the ſpirit and temper of the goſpel proved 
from the word. 

On chriſtian patience under affliftions, and 
reſignabion to the will of God ; ſubmiſſion to 
cy 7 diſpenſations of divine providence, and the 7 
believer's conduct ſhewed while paſſing under 0 

the rnd. | ec 


Reflections on the brevityof life ; and the empti- oy 

neſs and vanity of the oreature. ; 
On death and a future ſlate. ” 
On the joys of the other world. = 
Poetry, „ 1 


Devotional exerciſes, to God the Father, 
Son and Spirit. 


Conlemplations on the works of creation and 1 
the heaulies of nature, occaſtonally, 
On the grand deſign of God in creating the 8 
good creatures of the world; to what end and F 
purpoſe, thoſe creature com forts were made, ; 
On a wrong application of thoſe good crea- 1 
tures. to ſaiify the mind; whereas they were 


| only deft 75 gned to ſatis/y nature, and fupply- a 
Leme 


ConTENTS xlxix 


temporary want, and not the boundleſs cravings 
of the human mind, which nothing can ſais fy 
but God himfel/. 

On the * of the creatures to us in our r chrife 
tian courſe ; and when abuſed. and wrongly ap- 
plied, how, and in what ſenſe thry prove a curſe 
and a ſnare to us, rather than a bleſſing. 

On the power and efficacy of grace, and its 
alutary and beneficial influences on the heart. 
On the feates and viflorzes of ſaith ; anſwers 
lo prayer, and ſu 2 under eee 

On ſpiritual declenſions and revivals of the 
„ = the belicver's hope and joy ebbs and 
flows; together with the many changes and 

eclipfes it is ſubjef to, by reaſon of the depra- 
E vity and corruſtion of the human heart. 

LETTERS on every ſcriplure doctrine, which 

is eſſenttal and neceſſary to be believed ; ſhew- 

ing how all controverted points are to be avoided, 
in order to keep up and maintain, the unity of 
the ſpirit, in the bond of peace; though at the 
ame time to endeavour jo far as is eſſential to 
have an unity in ſentiment and harmony, and 
agreement with thoſe of a non-eſſential difference 
in ſome little pecultarity of ſentiment. |» 

Theſe are ſome of the ſubjefls contained in 
the matter „ the work, And as to the manner 
how, theſe ſubjefts are handled, that 1 muſt” 
leave to the — to ſpeak for ſelf, But 
„ Ns much I will ſay, that you will not find any 
EY human 
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human flouriſhes of rhetoric, wit and eloquence Ms 
to grace the compoſitioh, and ſet it off to pleaſe Mt 
the critical eye, tickle the fancy, and charm Nu 
the ear of the learned rhetorician. : 


SUPPLEMENT 


CONTENTS. 


HE SUPPLEMENT will con- I 
| tain thoughts on the beauty, 6 
propriety, and conſiſtency of Creation, 
Providence, and Grace; how each 
harmoniſe together to bring about, 
and work out, the ſalvation of the 
eleQ: alſo to diſplay the ultimate end ot 
all, namely, the glory of Gop. 
Thoughts on the ee er of gifts and 
graces that conſtitutes both the mint- 
ſter, and the private chriſtian; how 
they vary, and how one excells in one 

grace 


e 


Ventance, Sc. Sc. 


grace and another in another. On 
the different feelings of a ſinner while 
under the lau, and when under grace; 
how diverſe his ſenſations a feel- 
ings are, when ſtrugling under the 
bondage of the law, and walking in 
the liberty of the goſpel. How dif- 
ferent the SPIRITS opperation in the 
two diſpenſations of farth, hope, repen- 
tance, and fear; on a ſoul under the 
law, and one under grace: How there 
is a law faith, and a goſpel faith; a 
aviſh fear, and filial fear ; a law re- 


* _ 


of a goſpel miniſter; and a few marks 
laid down, how we may know, and 
prove whether they are ſent of 
G0D. 5 2 


On the worth - 
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I will ſheak that I may be refrqhed, I faid I wil! alſo 


anſwer: my part, I alſo will ſhew mine opinion. 
Job xxxili. 1738. 


— 


(An Introductory LETTER.) 


Dear FRIEND, 


| 8 0 Am perſuaded that you are not 


ignorant of the Divine and 


b if 1 74 Apoſtolic Injuhttion, viz. To 
74 do good and communicate forget 
$ 37; 1255 8 4 


not, for with ſuch facrifice Gon 
i5 well pleaſed. I know my friend is not other- 
wiſe minded, and will not be backward to 
help and alli one of the weakeſt of Cur 1ST 


A {ervants, 
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Custsr, in a work that the glory x 60 
and the ſalvation of ſouls is concerned, a 
well as the profit and edification of the poo 
iterate Chriſtian. For the weak this work 
is principally intended. I do not preſun 
togteach my ſuperiors, of them I would ſub 
mit to learn and receive inftruction and in 
formation. That what I know not they mig) 
teach me. If I'at any time through neceſſity 
am obliged to give the leaſt admopition 
my [uperiors, I would do it with all polhbl, 
and becoming reverence, humilicy, ſub 


miſſion and relpect. 4 
pretend not to take upon me a paſtor? 
charge ol ſouls, and make an office or cal 
ling of teaching as preachers do. _ 
In the way of our calling, every ciriſtia K 
is a teacher, and has a charge of his neig in 
bours foul, and particularly them of his ov 15 


 houfhold, and thoſe of his relations and r: 
ligious acquaintance, in the little ſphere a 
circle of his neighbourhood where he 
hJes. Every chriſtian man who has bu: 01 
talent ſhould be diligent and willing toe 
good, as our Logo told the man he curt 
of the evil ſpirits, to Return to his own ho 
and ſhew what great things GOn had done | 
hm. Let it be only the voice of Cain, to la 


am I my broihers keeper ? ſays the pious al 7 
Lborouſty ſtudious Mr. Baxter, I wol 5 
LIC 


have one of thoſe poopie who are ſo | 
. * th 


OF 'EPISTOLARY LETTERS. 3 


that private men ſhould teach them, to tell 
me, that if a man fall down in. the ſtreet 
in a ſwoon, though it be your father or ſu- 

erior ; would you not take him up and pre- 
ſently uſe all the means you could to recover 


the work of a Phyſician and not mine, 
I will not invade the Phyficians calling. But 
I ſay. in two cales, of neceſſity, every man is 
a Phyfician : Firſt, when a Phyſician cannot 
be had, and ſecondly, when the hurt be 
ſmall that any man may d as well as 
a Phyſician ; and, in the ſame" two caſes 
every man is a teacher. 

Again, becauſe it is the ofhce of a School- 
maſter to teach children to read, write, 
&c, &c. ſhall no- body prefume to teach and 
inſtruct, occaſionally their children. hecaule 
it is the peculiar office of a {chool-maſter, 
for fear of infringing too much on his 
tice ? No, ſurely, none can be lo | I 
irrational, and inconſiderate. 

It is my deſire to ule the abilit Gov 
has given me; not in teaching thoſe of whom 
mould learn, but inſtrutting thoſe that 


* are more ignorant than myſelf, (if there be 
any ſuch) and in exhorting thole that are 


negligent in the things which they know, 

and though I cannot ſpeak well, yet I can 
ell them what Goo ſays in his word. I am 
told that it is not the excellency of ſpeech 


th A 2 — an 


him ; or would you let him die, and ſay it is - 
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and the power of rhetoric that winneth ſouls, 
but the authority of Gop, manifeſted in that 
ſpeech, and the power of his word in the 
mouth of the inſtrument, or ſpeaker ; ſo that 
even our ſuperiors bave received inſtruction 
{rom a weak inſtrument. witneſs David who 
received inſtruction and ſeaſonable advice 
from Abigal a woman. 
Teaching is not pleaſing work at all 
times, though I truſt it is profitable. I often 
would fain ond it, and deſiſt from the 
arduous wok And when I, like David, 
{trive to keep an unlawful filence, and open 
not my mouth, then alas! the word of the 
Lorp is as a fire ſhut up in my bones; And 
when I ſee ſinners break Gops law, and 
ignorant profeſſors ſtumble into fin, and 
weak believers complain of their leanneſs, 
while others are crying out, Who will fhew 
us any good ? While I am thus muſing on 
this, the fire kindles, and the flame of love 
and affection, and deep concern for their 
ſouls, breaks forth, and I ſpeak with my 
tongue, and can no longer refrain mylelt 
from ſpeaking. And when I ſo ſtrive to 
keep this new wine of the kingdom confined 
in this leather bottle, it is ready to burſt me. 
I want to ſpeak that I may ve refreſhed, and 
put this new wine into new bottles, Or poor 


knners hearts made new by regencration. 
| | Elihu) 
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Elihu's caſe was in ſome degree mine, 
where he ſays, There is a ſpirit in man, and 
the inſpiration of the Almighty grveth them 
inſtruction, or underſtanding. am full 
of matter, the ſpirit within me conſtrai nelſ 
ne, to ſpeak. Behold my belly is as wine which 
hath no vent, it is ready to burſt like nw. 
battles. I will ſpeak that I may be refreſhed, 
I will open my lips. Job xxxii. 8,-18, 19, 20, 

Had I that firmneſs of nerves and ſtrength 
of conſtitution that ſome men have, and 
de Pbeaking after the manner of men, a proſpect 
1 Wo! long life, I might then be perſuaded to 
'Wdcter the publication of thoſe leuers to a 
future day. But as time is ſhort. (and evi- 
na dently ſo with me) and in the grave tnto which 
dave are all hoſtening, there is no work nor de- 
nd rice co be performed ; there, Neath cannot 
if, M7r:/c Cop, nor the grave celebrate his good- 
i neſs. But it is the living, the living as we do 


6. tis day. And from this conſis le ration I am 
vel led to adhere to this divine injunction, where 
eir it lays, whatſoever thy hand findeſh to do, do 
* it with all thy might. —As, we know not what 


ſelf a day may bring forth, To day is the time 
tolo work, the preſent, NOW. /or the night 
cometh when no man can work, nor walk 


where we are walking. | 

Another conſideration ſtimulates me on 
to the work, and that is. my feeling my ſelf 
As A 3 | ſo 


neither, without ſtumbling, for we know not 4 
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ſo debilitated and broken in my conſtitution, 
ſuch plain indications of a declining ſtate of 
body; that I have had it much preſſed on 
my mind, to finiſh (the work my Heavenly 
Maſter has given me to do,) theſe my la 
ſpiritual labours : praying that it may be ac- ; 
cepted of the dear followers of the Lamb of 
God. I leave it as my laſt legacy among 
them, and if but one ſoul is benefited, I am 
content to be any thing, or nothing at all, as 
conſidered in myſelf, fo that Jesus my di- 
vine maſter .may be all in all, to the glory of 
Goo the father, of whom the whole family of 
Heaven and Earth is named. 

Thus prays ſincerely and affettionately, 
yours in ſweet endearing ties, of divine 


friendſhip, while life laſts. 


. 
Kingſton upon Thames. | 


Fog 


VF 


LET 


1 4 
— 
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AAA 
LETTER II. 


Better is a neighbour that is near, than a brother that 15 4 
far off. Prov. xxvii. 10, 


DEAR BROTHER, &c. 


E are very deſirous to hear how 

you all do; were we not to hear 

from Gop oftener than we hear 

from each other, I am ſure we ſhould have 

but little comfort—there is nothing that en- 

creaſes our love more than union and com- 

munion, and familiarity with each other. 

When our ſouls do not find communion with 

Gop, we then conclude that, all is not 
well, between Gop and our fouls. 

Now permit nie to transfer the idea and 
apply it to ourſelves by way of enquiry, and 
ſay, is there not a cauſe, or a realon why 
we do not hold ſuch communion and cor- 
reſpondance with each other? We all are, 
as it were, one family as touching the fleſh, 
and I may ſay as touching the ſpirit too; 


therefore we are doubly and trebly bound to 


keep up a correſpondency and mutual har- 
mony in the pureſt friendſhip. To love 
| like 
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like brethren. Look back for a moment, 
reflect and conſider the days of old, when 
we took {weet counſel together at C m. 
And ſhall the little trials of time and ſenſe, 
or the more weighty concerns of a family 
ſufficiently plead our excuſe, in the omiſſion 
of rhoſe more eſſential duties and privi- 
leges of chriſtian friendſhip. Surely, 7 
our beginning were but ſmall, yet our latter 
end ſhould increaſe. - O that our love might 
but flouriſh again, and not lay dormant and 
inactive! 

Indeed my friends the want of this, argues 
the want of LOVE. If fo, we do well to 
examine ourlelves, and ſee where the fault 
lies, where this achan of the camp is. 
Open rebuke, we are told, is better than ſe— 
crete Love. Pardon my freedom, my be— 
loved, and bear a little with me, for 1 do 
this out of love to thy ſoul, pute diſinte— 
reſted love to thee and tnine : To ſtir up ). o 
pure minds by way remembrance. It is a 
poor flimſey excuſe that ſome make, who 
fay, that they are lo circumſtanced, that 
their ſecular affairs prevent them from at- 
tending to thele things, ſo much as they 
would. But let me tell them, that this 1s 
to charge Gov fooliſhly, as caſting of hin- 
derances and ſtumbling blocks in our way, 
in order to impede us in our purſuit after 
the proſperity of our ſouls. But far be this 

from 
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from the Almighty. /hall not the judge of all 
{he earth do right? Hear what our Lorb 
ſayrs to thoſe in the goſpel, who pleaded 
this excuſe. Where one ſays, I have mar-, 
ried a wife, therefore I cannot come, I pray 
thee have me excuſed. And thus they all 
went on with their ſeveral excules ; thus they 
pleaded againſt themſelves; and were ene- 
mies to their own intereſt, and diſpiſed their 
own mercies. But ſays our Loxp, that 
none of theſe which were -bidden ſhall taſte of 
my ſupper. Now if ſuch condutt as this 
dont diſinherit us, yet I am ſure it de- 
prives us of many precious enjoyments. 
O that Gop would raiſe a deep concern in 
our hearts for each others ſpiritual welfare 
and beſt intereſt, and take away that remiſs- 
neſs in duty, and indifferency in ſpiritual 
things that is ſeen among us! What bleſ- 
ſings might we reciprocally communicate 
to each others hearts, and ſo bear each others 
burdens and fecl a brothers care. 

But how can we do this, if we remain per- 
felt ſtrangers to each other? There muſt be 
a knowledge of one anothers troubles and 
neceſities, before we can ſympathiſe with, 
and pray for each other. As to Mrs. B—s 
not being able to write, this pleads her ex- 
cule; but what- can B. and S. find to ex- 
cule them? If you dont want to hear from 
us, and what trials we labour under, we 

| want 
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want to hear from you, to know how all 
does ; and nothing would rejoice our hearts 
more, than to hear of your proſperity in ſpi— 
ritual things, and even in temporals too, if 
It turns out for your good in the divine life, 
but no further. Let us never forget the 
words of the Apoſtle, They that will berich, 
(or cut a figure in the world and ſhine among 
men and be applauded) prerce themſelves thro 
with many ſorrows. As to mylelf, I dont look 
out aſter any great things in the world. 1 
am happy if 1 can but maintain a“ good 
1 conſcience, a joyful keart, and an invinci- 
te ble faith that cannot be overcome, ſuch 
a faith as the Apollle ſays, that gets the vittory 
over the world, I am content at preſent to 
be a ſervant, with the approbation of Goo, 
the ſmiles of bis countenance, and the con- 
. ſtant viſits of his grace; theſe I prize, value 
and eſteem, more than thouſands of gold and 
felver : inaſmuch as I know, that his loving 
kindneſs is better than life. Enough to ſup- 
ply my neceſſities is what I want, and no 
more; and this is what we are warranted to 
pray for and no more. 

The life of faith is to live dependent daily 
upon Gov, like the birds of the field, with 
this difference, namely, to work and labour 
and uſe'the means, but to be as ealy and 
unconcerned in our minds as they, ors 

Lion 
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thought for to morrow for * we ſhould eat, 
drink, Sc. Matth. vi. 31. 
Dear Friend. The Made of the evening 


ſens to be ſtretching out over me; and my ſun 


appears to be almoſt down, my days are ex- 


ind, my life is cut off as a weaver cuts off his 
piece from his thrum out off the loom. Seeing I 
labour under ſuch great indilpoſition of body, 
ſo much weaknels, and daily infirmities. that 
ſeldom am free from pain long together; 
but I muſt not complain. 

My Friend, be not offended with me if 
cem in earneſt ; nor for preſſing theſe ex- 


hortations cloſe and pointed; for I am a 


dying man, and [ feel their importance, and 


lce the greateſt neceſſity of taking heed to 
the ſtate of our ſouls, as it is written, {ook 
well to thy herds, and be diligent t0 know the 
flute of thy flocks. Prov. xxvii, 10. Before 
the evil day arrives, when we may be led 
bitterly to exclaim (if we neglect tlie one thing 
needful) the harveſt is paſt, the ſummer igended, 
and we are not ſaved. Jer. viii 20. O awful 
thought indeed to dwell upon! And as Dr. - 


Watt's ſays, To fix my doleful ſtation where, 


I ſhall not fee his love. 

Perhaps my friends may not be troubled 
long with me, as a reprover, but if you do 
not take my advice now in time, perhaps 
(bat Gop forbid it ſhould) it may loudly 
1emonltrate againlt you, when I am no 


more. 
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.more. I am in earneſt, my friend, and 


happy is it for you, if you need not theſe 4 
_ reproofs, Time is ſhort, and perhaps very | 
90 


ſort with us. Alas! what is man, van 
finful man in his beſt ate of proſperity and 
worldly grandeur but vanity, while he walk 
tu a vain ſhow? O my friend, conſider 
that the loving kindneſs of Gop is better thai 
life ilſelf, however great; and an intereſt in 
Jusos, is infinitely better and of more tran- 
ſcendent worth than, thouſands of gold ani 
futver. Plal. exix, 72. 

As time is ſhort, conſequently our end wil 
ſoon draw nigh, O that we might be ready 
to lay down our weary fatigued heads with: 
peaceful conſcience that does not reproachus 
nor accule us with negligence, ſupinnels, in 
dolence and ſloth, in mating our calling an 
election fure, and de ſpifing. and forgettin 
the one thing needful, while the goſpel da 
abounds w ith bleſſings, and privileges not 
{cw. 

Sure I am, that if we are light minded 
and mind too-much earthly things, we ſhal 
lament our folly here, when too late ever u 
retrieve thoſe mercics, which we, by ind 
lence have loſt, May the Loxp make ge 
and. me 100, in earneſt about our ſouls con 
cerns. ſeeing there is but one ſtep between 1 
and death. O happy foul ! beyond expre 

ſion blelt, chat is found watching, waitin 
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nd and expecting their Lon p's coming. What 


ele is {o (ſweet? ard what is ſo deſirable as a 
good conſcience towards Gov and man, 
w TW. good hope through grace, And what 
1 is bell than all, the ſweet attracting looks 


and the winning and endearing {miles of a 
gracious reconciled Gop, in the face of 
[rus CnrisT! I ſhall now recommend 
you five things for your practice, and fo 
conclude my Epiltle, And the 

FIRST, is privac;e prayer, SECONDLY, 
a conicientious reading the word for light, 
nowledge, and underſtand! ng to know the 
mind and will of Gor, in order to practice; 
TyiRDLY, private meditation on what you. 
read and hear; and theſe ſays David, 
all underſland the loving kindneſs of the 


det 
lian 
t in 
an- 
AM 


wil 
ach 
thi 
h us; 
„ in 


- All 
un nd. FOURTHLY, guard againſt all un 
* awlul conneCtions with the world, leaſt fin 
OO the aſcendency over you; MS" antiog 
way thy heart from Gop, and involve thee 
ded 2? backfliding fate. FirrurLy. attend 
* hound. pure goſpel miniſtry, where the 
2 rord of Gop is lively. feelingly, loungy, 
ind and a ffectionately preached. 
37 Now, the omiſſion of theſe five things 
ol vill procure thee a backſliding ſtate, a dead 
vi oul, and cut of communion wr h Gov. aud 
x pre ound thy peace, and make thee cry out 


rich Job, and-ſay, O that it were tw: V me 
in monchs that are paßt, when the candle of 
the 


— — man — * 8 * - 
k 2 — « = — — "IM — 2 r — 
— — — — —— _- _ _ 
"* „P Ä— Ree er en a * 
— — 
S * 
- , 


14 SPIRITUAL COMMERCE: os, A SERIFS 


. the Loxy ſhone bright upon my tabernedl:, 


I now leave theſe few in{truttions with thee, 


for thy ſerious conſideration, ſubſcribing 
my ſelf, 
AfeQtionately yours, &c. 
8 
Kingſton upon Themes, 
Jau. goth, 1778. 


E 5 8. $88; 


The blefſing FM Loan mabeth rich, and he addcth 10 


forrow with it, Prov. x. xxii. * 


DraR FRIES p, 


Received your account, and cannot help 
piitying you in your diſtrels. as I well 
know the diſalters which have happened, 


ad the loſs you have ſuſtained mult fret 
aud exerciſe your mind; ; for where the trea- 


"0 


D 


hk wu 
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ure is, there the heart will be a Jo. T would 

to Gob this was not your experience! but 
fear it is, and doubileſs you feel it to, too 
much to your grief and forrow. The loſs 
you have lately ſuſtained, I mean the lols 
of a little periſhing earth, too ſenſibly af- 
fects and touches you. but this oug/it not to 

be, to your ſhame be it ſpoken. 

It may be ſaid of ſome people, tco truly, 
as it was of Mzcah, when. they took away 
his idols, which he worſhiped, ſays Mican, 
you have taken awoy n:y gods and what have ' 
beides? And the Lon o (not the Se- 
beans, nor your cuſlomers) has taken a— 
way — property, and what have you 
left? Why, methinks I hear you ſay, 
nothing but diſtreſs, a peviſh ſpirit. a re— 
bellious will, a dejetted countenance, and 
an heart that /rets -agarnſt the Lonb, and 
does wel! lo be angry. Jonah iv. yg. 

O my friend ! how very, Very precari— 
ous and uncertain are human affairs. We 
do not know what a day may bring forth. 
And ſpeaking after the manner of men, 
Who would have thought of Mr. D's fail- 
ling. But alas! he has! And this thould 
teach us, not to put any confidence iu 
an arm of fl-th, nor any truft even in 
princes, the moſt ſuperior of all the human 
race, in dignity and. honor. Says David, 
it is better to truſt in Gop, then put confidence 

B 


. in 
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in man for the moſt upright man is lik 
a thorn hedge—or a broken reed of Egypt, 
that if.a man does but lean upon, it will 
bend under him, and give him a fall, 
Solomon ſays, it's like a breten tooth or a fo! 
out of joint. All things in this world are 
mutable and ſubject to change and decay, 
and diſappoint our eager hopes, and ſan. 


guine expettations. All things are ſub. be 
Ject to vanity, and every creature per://eM h« 
in the uſing, it fades away and dies: Dol 
though for a while it flouriſhes and blos. te 


ſoms like the grails or the flower of the 
held, but ſuddenly it is cut down in 239 
moment, and it ſoon, very, very ſoon fades, iſ it 
droops and dies, and it's comelinels, beauty, y 
and verdure is ſoon gone; a very fit re-. b. 
ſemblance indeed of all worldly joys; . 
they are like graſs growing upon the houſe © 
top, that ſoon withers, and is fo very ſcanty, MW? 
that the mower cannot ful his hand, with this Hu 
little crop, that this world affords of human e 
earthly joys. 

What different changes and revolutions g 
are we ſubject to every moment of our 
lives? As lor riches tacy add to thempelurs 
wings, and. flee away like an Eagle towards 
Heaven, i. e. both out of our fight and 
out of our reach, Ah! my friend, never 
repine at the loſs of theſe periſhable things, 
for all that they can do, is only to ſup— 


2 


8 = PAY 
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ply a temporary want; and inſtead of -giv- 
ing us any other rehet and ſatisfattion, 
they ſerve only to diſappoint cur hopes, and 
flatter our ſouls, and exerciſe our minds 
with a thouſand fruitlets cares and anxie- 
ties, which ſerve only to lead us into a 


e 
„ labyrinch of miſery, lamentation, and woe 
a- in the end. Says Solomon, (and we may. 


believe him, and give him credit for what 
he ſays, as what he ſpoke was the reſult 
of good experience, and many deep and 
of. MW tedious relearches,) what can riches. do to 
hehe owners ſave the beholding them with their 
a7 ? they can't add, nor diminiſh, any fur- 
es MW cher comfort; for, as riches increaſe, fo in 
ty, proportion the deſire increaſes, and keeps 
re-M p:ce with them. Therefore, there is that 
ys; NA, defareth and haih not, 1. e. we want 
comſort and happinels. and after the greateſt 
attamments and acquiſitions, ſtill after all 
the eye is never ſatisfied with ſecing, nor the 
car with hearing; nor the heart with crav- 
ing; for ſtil], there is an aching void and 


ons vacum in the foul that no earthly thing can 
ourcver fill. RF : 
lus When we aſk for riches, bonors and 


pleaſures we have not, becauſe we aſk amiſs. 
Says our Lon p, /cek the kingdom of Heaven 
ret end the righteouſneſs thereof, and all other 
ngs, Nings hall be added. Solomon obeyed this 
ſup- (| divine” precept, and aſked for wiſdom, 


ply B 3 which 
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which is Cuxtsr, or in other words the 
kingdom of Heaven within ws, or CARA181 
formed in the heart. Sol;mmon, calls CBRIST, 
in the Proverbs, emphatically. rcon, and 
St. Paul agrees with him, and fays, That 
Curtis is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
Sc. Sc. And our Loo lays, when ſpeaking 
with reference to himſelt, that w:/dom, (or 
CunisT) is juſtified of her children. Again, 
ſays Solomon, wifdom cryeih in the ſtreets, 
And, fays Cunisr, at the laſt day of the 
fealt, when he ſtood up and cried, If any 
man thirſt let him come unto me, &c.. And, 
He that is weary and heavy laden, let him come 
unto me, and 1 will give hum reſt-and I will 
in no wiſe caſt him out. 

But to return, as J have not forgot the 
burthen of your letter. And have you loſt 
an immenſe ſum of money ? and has this 
providence [wept it away in a moment, fo 


that it is all inevitably loſt ? Then how 


much better is it to have a good hope 
trough grace. and an intereſt in CARISx, 


who gives durable riches and riglieouſneſe, 


which can never fade away, nor be loſt : 
it is ſubject to no change; @ treaſure which 
th nor ruſt cannot corrupt, nor thicva 
break through and fleal, Matth. vi. 20. 
Happy is that man who has got an intereſt 
in Isos, he may ſay, in the language of 


an- inſpired Apoſtle, to me is given the un- 


* 


* 
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fearchable riches of Cna1e7, (in whom is 


hid all the treaſures of wijdom and knowled;e.) 
or, with the Prophet, in the triumph Ts, an - 
invincible ſaith, aliho* the jig tree doth not h 
om, neither ſhall there be fruit i in the vine, the 
labor of the oli ue ſhall fail, and tie fields ſhall 
| though the flocks ſhall be cut 
off from the fold, and there be no herd in the 
fall, yet, I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the Gop of my ſalvation. Hab. iii. 
17, 18. Here the Prophet could rejoice, 
notwithſtanding he was threatened with the 
loſs of all his worldly comforts; and all 
becauſe he had Gop for his eternal portion, 
and inheritance. And, therefore, he joys 
in the Gov of his falvation, and reſt ſecure 
in the midit of threatening danger, famine, 
and poverty. . There are a thouland things 
that may ſcparate our money and property 
from us, but nothing can ſeparate our eter- 
nal inberitoner from us; neither {:fe, nor 
dcatlc, things preſent, i. e. (our worldly loſſes) 
wr wnngs to cone. 8 
Remember my friend, mat the ſcrip- 
tures ſays, that riches profit not in the day of 
deal and that money ts the root of all evil, 
and miſery in the world, from whence it all 
proceeds: It's the bane and plague of every 
heart. Money, captivate» and engrofles 
every man's affections more or leſs, till 
the love of Gob takes poſſeſſion of cl 
du 
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foul. The love of money is a bevitching 
and an enſnaring thing. 

So om n. was determined to fee if there 
was any happinels to be found in the crea- 
ture. He ranlacked and ſearched all na- 
ture and creation through, in purſuit after 
it, to ſce what was the chjef good for man; 
and Gop permitted him to make the fr uit⸗ 
leſs ſearch; and he bleſſed him with vaſt 
abundance, and promiſed much riches, for 
he gave bim riches, wiſdom and honor, that 
exceeded all the kings of the earth; 0 

that there were none before, nor after hls 
that exceeded him in riches; honor, wil. 


dom, and fame; there were none that 


could vie with him in wiſdom and -ſpien- 
der. And all this (no doubt) G0 per- 
mi:ted, to ſhew, the boundleſs deſires and 
cravings of the human heart; for an ex- 
ample to all afterwards, and a caution for us 
not to ſeck after happineſs in the creature, 
as Solomon did. Nhat was written afore 
time. was written for our profit, The Lorp 
made Solomon at laſt coudemn it all, after 
a tedious and wearyſome ſearch, as nothin 
but vanity and vexation of ſpirit: that the ſons 
of men are exerciſed with from day to day; 
he calls it extreme madne/s and folly ; and at 
Jaſt he ſums up the whole, and draws his 
inferences, and makes his concluſion, and 
lhews, wherein true ſubſtantial bappineſs con- 


liſts, 
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fills. and ſo concludes : 
inſtructions, admonitions, councils, cau- 
tions, and rebukes. to all ſuch as are 
ſceking for happineſs in the creature, as 
he did, in the days of his ignorance: he 
tells us how to avoid the lnares, griefs, 
and perplexities of the one, and how to 
obtain the blefledneſs of the other. I mean, 
that true, laſting, and ſubſtantial happineſs, | 
durable riches and righteouſneſs, which is 
alone to he found in Gop ; the fource and 
fountain of all bliſs and true felicity. See 
the book of Eccleſiaſtes and Proverbs too, 
for the confirmation of this. In theſe two 
books, Solomon, fpeaks like one who had 
proved and tried all things, and at laſt, 
had found-out what was the chief good for 
man, under the fun : for no man An haſten 
thereunto more than Solomon ; for his heart 
was mad after happineſs in the creature, 
and after he had been ſo much diſappointed, 
he went about and cauſed his heart to deſpair 
ef ail his labors and amen, he had 
gained under the fun. 

If your loſs is lanktifed like Job's, then 
your temporary loſs will prove a ſpiritual, 
and an eternal gain. And if ſo, you then will 
have no reaſon to complain of {tripping pro- 
vidences, and worldly loſſes. The Lonxp 
law it needſul to take away this, to make 


giving many 


a little more room in thy heart, for his 
| own 


* 
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—own reſidence, and for ſpiritual things, 
For I fear the world engroſſes too much 
of thy heart, and affefiions, and conſe- 
quently mult rob Gop of his glory, and de- 
prive him of his right; ana allo de- 
rive thy foul of many [weet manifeſtations 
of his love. It is impoſhble to ſerve Gon 
and mammon. A divided heart. is what Gov 
complains of, and this 1s his language, my 
fen give me thine heart, even thine. 
Again, ſtripping and bereaving provi- 
dences, is a mark of thy fon-ſhip. for whom 
the Lory loves, he rebukes and chaſtens, 
&c. He is very jealous of us; and this 
is very evident, in the caſe of Job. And 
I hope that Gop 2n love to your fouls,” has 
permitted the ſcourge to come upon you, 
in order to ſhew you how needful, and 
neceſſary it is for you to truſt in him. and 
moderate your deſires after worldly things, 
and ufe the good things of this world, as 
though you uſed them not. Tf riches in- 
creaſe, ſet not your heart upon them. This 
was a very prudent caution of the Apoltle; 
which we do well to take heed unto, 
Now my friend, it is beſt known unto 
Con and thy foul, how matters ſtand be- 
tween him and thee. Whether you have 
indulged an unbecoming fondnels for the 
creature—But tho', man cannot be a coms 


petent 


* 
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petent judge of anothers ſtate always, yet, 
when he ſees God's viſitations towards him, 
as he did towards Fob, we then hke his 
three friends, begin to ſuſpe@ ſomething. 
is not right. But if we preſume to aſign 
the reaſon why, and point. out the caule, 
perhaps, we may err, as Job's three friends 
did. Now the ſpirit of Gop. is the inter- 
preter, one among a thouſand who can ſhew unto 
a man his way. I pray the Lok to ſhew 
9 you the cauſe, why he contends with you, 
+ Wand why you meet with ſuch ill ſuccels. / 
We may pray for ſucceſs in our human 
interprites (with ſubmiſſion to Gop) from 
good, lawful and juſt motives, as David 
is 

1d did. That our garners may be full affording 
all manner of ſtore; that our ſheep may 
bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands in our 
* 8 that our oxen may be ſtrong to labor ; 

nd 7 there be no breaking in, nor going out; 

lnat there be no complaining in our ſtreets. 
„Pal. clxiv. 13.14. All this we may pray 
for, if our defires and intentions are purely 


N- 

his t be more generally uſeful, and benevo- 

* leut to Gop' 8, poor indigent members here 
U 


on earth. But we muſt not, nor we dare 
not pray for proſperity, nor worldly honour, 

no farther then it will be ſubſervent to che 
be- x 
cauſe of truth, and the advancement and 


Ve A | | 
he ſpread of Caursrs kingdom in the world; 
m. rot to aſk for bieſſings to confume on our tuft. 


ent | Re- 
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Remember my motto, that it is the bleſſing 


of the Lox b that maketh rich, and aadeth 4 
no ſorrows with it. d, 

How can we expect ee in our 4 
worldly calling? We may labor and IW,, 
weary ourſelves ; viſe early ond fit up lale, , 
and eat the bread of carefulneſs ; run h-. ther "Pi 
and thither, and ſay, I will go io ſuch «a eh. 
city and trade and get much gain. But Hur 
alas! all theſe are fruitleſs attempts, in Rus 
vain do we watch except the Lon keep the Neo 
cih, all our aſſiduity, and indultry will be. * 


in vain. I dont mention, this to in— 
dulge idleneſs, nor to relax the ſine ws of MP; 
indultry and diligence, no, by no means; f 
only to ſhew, that all ſucceſs depends 
upon Gop. That though Paul, with all 

his labor and pains, may plant ; and Apollos, 

with all his ſtrong reaſoning, and beauri- 
ful and charming eloquence may Walc” ; 
yet, aſter all, it is Gop y that can giv? 
the increaſe. For our Lob has taught us 
this divine leſſon, that after we have done 
all we are unprofitable ſervants. 

My friends, we are commanded, and this 
the ſcriptures teach ns, that we ſhould 
honour the LoD with all our ſubſtance ; yea, 
as Joſhua did, with all his houſe : and with 
ou rlelves too, i. e. our bodys, fouls, and 
ſpirits, with all we have and are; and give 
and beſtow on his caule, or indigent momn- 
bers, 


- 
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way to ſanktify the whole lump, and bring 
down the bleſſing of Gop upon all we pol- 
ſ-ls; for if the firſt fruits ve holy, the whole 
lump will be holy; for the bleſſing of the Lok p 
maketh rich, as may be clearly ſeen in Abra- 
ham. Jacob, Fob, and David, Good made 
them rich, 'and from poverty raiſed them 
up, and bleſſed them with abundance ; and 
we read that Gop bleſſed Laban an un- 
goJly man, an heathen for Facob's lake, as 
e ve read in the Mitory of Jacob. 

1- This was the practice of all the Patriarchs, 
I Prophets, and Aheſties. which have been be- 
; fore us; and this bath been the work of all 


bers. the tenth of all we poſſeſs. This is the 


is ihe Saints and primitive Chriſt ans, and 


children of Gov, in every age of tbe 
's, Weburch, more or lels, down to the preſent 
i- Way. as hiltery. bot ſacred and profane 
M Wo tively declares. with one united voice. 
ve very temporal mercy we enjoy is ſant;fied- . 
us prayer, and made clean; and. without 
ne his, they are all curſes, Vea all the crea- 
ures in the world. from Adam's fall to the 
1s reſent day, are, and have been curied, 
Id Wd wil remain fo, till they are ſanctned, 
ea, nan himſeit included among the merable 
ith Humber; as the moſt conſpicuous part) by 
nd. Frayer and the werd of G0, as it is written, 
ve are you clean, throvgh the word I h:ye 


m- Nen wiwo jou, And hence we fee our 
18, . C Lok D 
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Losn. when he fed the multitude; afk 1 R 
bleſſing on what he fed them with. Aud 
we ſee the ſalutary effects of his blethug on My 
the bread and fiſhes, how it jacreaſed the five 
baren Haves and t a0 ſm: al fi hes; what a 4119. 
Pty they had. This may ſerve to thew us the 7 
necefTity of prayer, aud the hlelſing f Guo 
on what we pos, in order to "multiply I 
and inereaſe our lit ſtock and profper 1t; iat 
for my motto favs. and poſitively aſſirins, tht n 
It is the bleu; 7 h, LOανο hat mateih rich, Mis 
From what has been obſerve: |, we may Neo. 
learn, that the things of the world prove ei 
2 curſe and a fare to men (when they are . 
not ſanttified,)* and drowa men's fouls un. 
* perd; tion and cauſe them. ſo much the —_ In, 
as they are poſſeſſed with theſe things, Tue 
to abule* themlelves, the good creatures, Why 
and Gon through then as it is written, %,: 
tables become a 2 e aalatrap to then, and that 
winch ſhould have made for their wolfare, i 
| hrcome a curle to their fouls. Now wy, 
friend, how ſtands it with rhee concerning 
tas inatier? now Hermit me tomake a hon 
apolication and fo concluie, and, | 
FIRST. do you keep up private prayer, 
and manige all your concerns with this, 
wnether it be thy trade and tranſattions 
with the world or, the more wei 'ighty con- 
cern of thy {ou}, and the ſouls of thy family; 


With pray er! lor a bleſling on their fouls, and 
like⸗ 


— 
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likewiſe a bleſſing on all you do. whether 

it re{petts temporals or ſpitituals. This is one 
Wiicine means to obtain ſucceſs, and with 
out it all is curſed. for you muit full re— 
member. that it is the bleſſing of the Lo RD 
that maketh rich . | 
SECONDLY, a ſtudious and a cönſcien- 
jous reading the word of Gop, and medi— 
tating thereon, upon every occaſion, with 
an intent to practice it. and make it, with all 
Its whole contents, a diredory for all your 
onduct, in matters of faith and practice, as 
tis written, where with all ſhall a young man 
re Wleanſe his way. but by giving heed to thy word, 
„d to have reſpeft to all thy commandmenis 
re, id precepts, ſcattered up and down in 
12, Wie old and new teſtament. ſome for our 
„oral. and ſome for our ſpiritual conduct, 
dall ſcriptures given for this purpoſe, and 
s projitable for dedtrine, inſtrufion. corection, 
d reproof, that we may be compleatly fore 
mY pihed with every good word and work, in 
\113W@rdcr to make us wiſe to ſalvation, as David 
hongzys by this means we become wiſer than 
7 leacher, becauſe, we lake heed to thy word. 
TIR DL, do you keep up family prayer, 
to the utmoſt of your ability, inſtruct all 
ole Gop bath committed to your care ? do 
bu read, and pray with them daily? and 
ot only appear as a pattern of induſt:y, 
hich in worldly matters is commend i- - 
| C 2 ble,)_ 


0 
at 
„ 

wy, 


yer, 
this, 
tions 
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ble.) but do you ſet them an example, i in all 
chriſtian conduct and behaviour, and de- 
portment, in ſhewing an awe and reveren- 
tial fear of Gop, before the eyes of them, 
under your controul; to beget the ſame 
grace in them; ſo that you may be able-to 
teach, reprove, rebuke not only with the 
: authority of a maſter. but with the love, hu- 
mility, patience and wiſdom of a chriſtian, 
according to the ability Gop has given you 
for edification. For by this means you hall 
both fave thy own ſoul, and the fouls of them 
that hear thee. 

FouxTHly. Do you ſee that all 
family attend divine worſhip, (I do not ſay 
attend legal unſkilful preachers, who do 
more harm than good} and ſpend their 
time profitably on the Lory's. day, and not 
to indulge them in idle and vain company, 
and carnal amuſement. Now you may de- 
pend upon it, my friend, that if you are 
not found active in theſe means, and dili. 
gent in theſe ſpiritual privileges, and find a 
delightin them. you have no ground of rea. 
ſon to expect lucceſs in any thing you do; 
dont forget my text, the bleſſing of the Logn 
 maketh rich, And if you meet with bad ſuc: 
ceſsit is the juſt reward of your bad condutt, 
for with reſpett to temporal things the pro- 
miſe runs thus, in a conditional manner (but 
not ſo in a ſpiritual, though we cannot be 

| blelſed 


OF EPISTOLARY LETTERS. 3 


bleſſed, but Galy i in a way of believing and 
in the lawful uſe of the means,) Says the 
LokD, concerning temporal things, zf thou 
alt harken diligenihy unto the LORD thy GoD 
end obey his voice, (and I need not inform 
ou, what Gop commands you in his word, 
« you are well acquainted with it in the 
neory, but ſeeing we are dull of under- 
landing and want line upon line, &c. 1 
i juſt remind you}. And thus ſaith the- 
06D, / thou ſhalt harken diligently unto the 
oRD thy GoD, and obey his worce, Sc. and 
When follows the blefled effects conlequent | 
ut En it. Bled ſhalt thou be 8 the city, and 
ay ed hall thou be in tile field. bleſ/ ed ſhalt 
do Wu be in the fruit of thy bedy, and the fruit of 
eit N ground, and the fruit "of thy caille, the 


not Wicrcaſe of thy Kine, and the flocks of thy ec 
* Þle//ed ſhalt thou be in th iy baſket and thy ſtare, 
e 


ns fays Gop, all theſe bl-fjings fall come 
ben thee, and overtake thee, But on the 


ther hand. / thou ſhall ceaje to hear and 
hey his voice. quite, the reverſe thall be 
by lot, curſing, ard ill fuccets inſtead of 
ſelſings, in- all that thou letreit thy hand 
do. | 
Now, now you ſee it is true what the wiſe 

Jutt, ys, that the dilig ent ſouls ſhait be made ſat, 
pro- Nut the /lo/h/ul and indolent, ſhall have pourriy 

10% A. and his wants ſal! come upon lum lle | 
ot be. a med man. Therefore you lee chat the 


elle „ only 
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only way to proſper, even. in temporal Ie 
things, and to entail a bleſſing on all yu MW. 
polleſs, is to acknowledge ihe Lord, where. MM, 
forever you go, and he ſhall direct thy paths, for f. 
Paul declares. that godlineſs hath great gain; N 
for it hath the promiſe of this life and of that 
which is to come. Therefore in a literal Km 
ſenſe, my motto is true. namely, that the Ne. 
bleſſrng of the Loxb maketh ric/; | 
When Job's captivity was turned, and Nat 
his heart humbled and taken off from earthly Iv 
things, and purged from all (elf conceit and Ill 2, 
vain confidence; then the Lord proſpered Im 
him again. and gave him double to what he Nef 
had before, and it is ſaid. ke then laid up WW gi 
gold as the duſt. The Lorp dont want to de- Wt 
prive us of the things of this world, but Fi 
to take the love of it out of our hearts; there Nat 
is no evil in the creature, but in the uſe we Nou 
make of them, we make them evil by our Ino 
abuſe; arid therefore that which ſhould ter- Nas 
minate in our comfort. and good. becomes ſh; 
a ſnare and a trap to our fouls. We through Le 
our depravity and corruption turn thoſe IL 
ſweets into poiſon, and make thole waters 7 
bitter, that would otherwiſe be ſweet and 
ſlalutary if uſed aright. 5 
Noa my friend. notwithſtanding we pro- Wſuf 
cure our croſſes, and merit ill ſucceſs by Wha 
our crooked conduct, and as it were, con- fa; 
{train ihe LORD to chaſtiſe us, yet, ſuch 1 
1 . the 


= 
\ 
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the goodneſs of Gos, that ke doth not ve. 
ward us according to our ini tities, nor deal 
with us according ts our deſer s. But if we 
forlake his ways, he will viſit our iniquities 
with a rod; &e. 

Let me alſo ob" etve, that though we. 
may walk ever fo circumfpettly,” and live 
ever ſo near the LokD, ſtill after all, we 
are not exempted from loſſes, croſſes, and 

| WY diſappointments, whereof ail are pertakers, 
ho will live godly in Currsr J Ess. Yet, 
II ſaid before, we bring therg on ourſelves 
more or leſs, and they are the fruits and 
- 
p 


 gri 


— 


effects of our conduct. But herein is a very 

diſtinguiſhable and manifeſt difference bes 

tween us and the world; and thoſe: t::*:t 
t live near Gop, and thoſe that live and walk 
e Wat a diſtance. If we do ſuſtain a loſs, and 
© our hearts are alive to Gop, we {ſhall 
ir not be ſo ſenſibly touched, with theſe things 
r- Was others; it will not ſo affect us, but we 
s ſhall ſay as Eli did, good is the word, of the 
hELozp; and as Job, the LorD gave, the 
le ILonp taketh away, and bleſſed be the name 
S % the Lorn. 
d Nothing but grace, (and not a ſmall por- 
on) will enable us to bear chearfully, and 
o- Wſuffer with all the fortitude, courage and 
7 Emagnanimity of 'a chriſtian, as the Apoltle 
n- Favs, if any man ſuffer, let him ſuffer like a 
1s Chriſtian. But on the contrary if we are 
| temiſe 
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remiſs in our duty, and do not live near 


the Loxy, then if a croſs. lols, or a diſap- 
pointment over. ake us, we ſhall not be able 
to bear it; being found living at -a diſtant 
from Gap, we thall kick, fret, and rebeil 
againſt the Lord, and the croſſes too, in- 
ternally, if not externally, and enjoy no 
peace in our minds, quite ready to deſpair ; 
and conſequently cannot like the Apoſtie, 
rejoice in iribulalion, and take pleaſure in re- 
preochies, nor take joyſully the [porting of our 
gods. Like the Apoſtles and the primitive 
Chriitians, ſee Hebrews x1. ſor a further 


Illuſtration of this; there you will ſee it 


largely amplified, read it at your leaſure. 
O! wy friend, think on thele things, bow 
to the rod and kits it, and him who hath 
appointed it, and lay, 


Welcome the bleſſed rod, 
That brought me near my Gop. | 


„ Whatſoever afflictions ſeiſe us, 
„% They ſhall profit, if not pleaſes 
« But defend, defend us Jzsus, | 
« From lecurity and eale. 


« Good when He gives. ſupremly good, 
Nor leſs when he denies; 

„ Ev'ncroiſes from his ſov' rign hand, 
Are bleſfings! in ditzuite.“ 


Dear 


th: 


(21 
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2 Dear friend, ponder over theſe things, 

and give them their due weight, and 1 only 
add, what I cannot by no means omit, 
j. e. my prayers to what I have here writ- 
ten, and wich love and affettion, I reſt 
alluredly, [OY 


aeman 77H 


ww * 


Yours, &c, 
J. F: 


Kingſton * Thames, 
May 5th, 1778. 


©. = —‚— , MO ER. a 


LETTER IV. 


—— Not flothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſeroing 


the Lorp 3 rqoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, con- 
lnuing un ft ant an prayer, Rom, x1, il, 12. 


DAR Mr. V. 


FT ER a long ſilence, I preſume once 
more to write to you. I can aſſure 
you, that I have had my hands full of 

ME buſineſs of late, which has engaged too 
much of my precious time, though I truſt; 
| have not been idle in the vineyard, for 

r Fvbile my hands have been diligently em- 

ployed 
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poved in my daily vocation, among earthly 
things. for the ſupport and maintenance of 
the body; my mind, has been deeply en- 
gaged in profound meditation, about the 
- beſt things. in the n ght ſeaſon; when all 
nature lay wraped in profound lence. in— 
ettive and retired to reſt, to ſhake off the 
fatigues of the day. Then it has been a 
ſweet time with me; then J have enjoyed 
fongs in the night. And I can ſay that the 
mercy and g: vdneſ- of Gop to my foul, 


hath prevented the moht watches; and My. 


OO 
fleep has gone ſrom me: Such 1s the power 


and efticacy of grace. Says Job, His vii 
talion has preſerved my ſpi its. Job x. 12. 


I allow myſelf but little time, to ſleep, 


leſs to eat, much to work, and none to 
play ſpending no more time in ſleep and 
gratification, and recreation then what na- 
ture requires, to keep her ſtrong and m 
health, fit for action; and to render the 
mind mcre ſtrong and vigorous, for, con— 
templation as well to perform the duties and 
functions of life, as the buſibeſs of the 
foul; I have no time unemployed but what 
is employed in either my temporal or 
ſpiritual calling. But, perhaps, you may 
ſay, how can you ſerve two maſtets? 1 an- 
ſwer, we cannot ſp'ritually, but we may in 
ſome meaſure temporally. Herein 7 exer- 


cije miyſelf daily, endeavouring to kerp a con- 
| 13 ſcience 


o 
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ſcionce ond of offence towards 'Gop, and to- 
wirds man. aud as much as in me fied. to live 
heeceably with all men. Loving the one 
(i. e. ssus) with my ſupreme affection, 
aud nos ditpifing the other; but obeyrmg 
him as the inferior maſter in ſubordination 
to the former; having but one tpiritual - 
meter. which is in Heaven, This is my 
exrneit defire. to be thus obedieft, kind, 
grateful, and couigous, to my earthly 
mer efteeming him highly. and worthy 

dub honor becauſe he is a- brother, 
a Lechs to St. Paul's command, they that 
h..vs beheving majlers. let (hem not diſpife them 
becanſe they ave brethren, but aber do them 


fernice, becauſe they are fate, hull and beloved, 


Tim. vi. 2. 

I hope, dear friend, your ſoul is in a 
flouriſhing condition; it ſeems, you enjoy 
the beſt of means, and helps to accomplith 
jt. O! never let them fl.p, but improve 
them. and embrace thoſe pricious featons ; 

, Loup wile he my be found. call upon 
him. while he is near, For there 18 A day 
coming. when you will necd all, yea, more. 
thin all you can glean up in this harveſt 
poſoel diy of grace. Lay up d good foun- 
dation e the lime to come, againtt an 
evil day. O! let not conſcience make 
againit you, nor have the Iealt room to 
accuſe you, in a fucue day of trial, of your 

| remitle 
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that is requ ſite for le and godlineſs. all i 
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perity and welfare of your foul. O! think 
on this deliberately, and grow wiler andy 


and whole ſoul and affections, yea, and 
eyes too, be perpetually engaged in (piritua le 
things, at all proper ſeaſons ; whilſt your 
hands, upon all other occaſions are dili. ½ 
gently employed in your appointed hour I 
of the day to obtam, and honeſtly pro. 2 


cure a maintenance for your houſhold, Y,, 


Look well to the ftate of your flocks- I. 


and then ſhalt thou have goats milk, (i. e. Wi), 


temporal things. the worlds, or the- ſinnen 1A 
portion, who are called goats.) enough for Wth 
t houſhold and the maintenance of thy maidens, / 
This my - friend. and this only, 1+ the way Ni 
to proſper, and have divine juccels ; as it 
is written. Zhe blſung of the LoD Mane 
rich. and the dil gen ſoul out ſhall be made fat, wi 


Prov. xxvii. 27. c. xiii. 4. and c. x. 4. pl 


Seek (faith the Savior) the kingdom f/. 


| Heaven and the rig hie Ja thereof. and all C. 


other things ſhall be added, 1. e. every neceſ- Iii 
ſ:ry earthly blelling or temporal things, 


— 


this ſhall be ad led over and - above the 
promiſe. Again. thy bread jhall be given thee, 
and thy waler ſhall be ſure; for there is 
no want to them that fear Gov. The Loud 
Ferov aun is ty Shepherd, therefore thau fhalt 

| 4.08 
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not want. He knoweth that we have need of 
all theſe things. Matth. vi. 32, 33. and 
Plal. xxiii. 1. The Logo has promiſed 
to give us all thoſe things, though per- 
haps, he may do it ſparingly, and not in 
large abundance; as it 1s written, L. 
will give grace, I will give glory, and no good 
thing will J withold from them that walk 
vprightly, Again, ſays our Lorp, you be- 
mg evil know how to give good. gifts, unto 
your children; how much more hall your 


Heavenly Father give lus holy fpurit lo them 


that aſt him? Matth. vii. 11. Says the 
Apoſtle, ſeeing Gov hath not witheld . IEsUs, 
that ineſtimiable gift, hut has voluntarily and. 
recly beſtowed him on us, how then hal! 
5 oh him freay give us AEL THINGS? 

I do admire this expreſſion, It is preg- 
nant with bleſſings, and rich and replete 
with ſweet divine confolation, for it im- 
plies, that all is yours, whether life or death, 
things preſent or things lo come, for ye are 
Cnr1sT ; and Cuv1sr, is Gon's. 1 Cor. 
ü. 22, 23. That the Lokp may, pre- 
erve, and richly repleniſh you, and yours, 
1th every ſpiritual blefling. and keep you 
ear himſelf; is the defire and prayer. of 
im. who with the warmeſt aſfettion, ſuh- 
cribes himfelf, your loving brother. in 
| doudie 


- 
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double and treble ties, in the bond of 
free electing love. 


J. P. 


Aingn upon Thames, 


july 4th, 1778. 


X N N N N N N N N N N NN N 


8 c of 5 og 


Time is ſhort, —watch and be fozer—for ere is hi 


2 flep between you and death, 1 Cor. vii. 29.— 


+ Thef. v. @ 1 Sam. Xx. 3. 


DE AR S 

S my ſtay in town laſt ILonp's day 

was ſo tranſient and ſhort, con— 
ſequentiy I. had no time ſcarce to 
ſpend with you, nor, with any of my friends. 
I now, therefore. take this opportunity to 


write to you, and, Near S—r, If I could 


have ſtaved in town, I purpoſed to Have 
alked you ſome of the following queſtions; 


teciug you, in great probability, are near 
your 


A 


of 


a 
* 
27 


day 
on- 
» to 
nds. 
y to 
ld 
ave 
ons; 
near 
our 
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your latter end.: Juſt arrived at your long, 
long, but, perhaps, unwelcome home. 
And is it fo? that you are a dying per- 
ſon, in dying circumſtances; then how 
ſtands matters between Gop and thy foul ? 
is all well? Can you mect that terrible 
monſter death. and what is more tremen— 
diouſly terrible, an angry, juſt offended 
Go”? Can you meet him with courrage, 
diſarmed from all fear, dread, or diſmay ? 
and ſay, with the Apoſtle, O death | where 
is thy fling 2.0 grave! where ts thy vittory ? 
or, are you crying out, with one of old, 
O ſpare me, that 1 may recover ſtrength (or 
be 3 to Gov, and enjoy his ſmiles) 
before I go hence, and be no more ſcen! You 
know that the people of Gob are made wil- 
ling to die ; are you made willing ? do You 
know that you are a loſt, ruined, helpleſs 
linner, and that Gop, has had mercy on 
you, and pardoned your tranſgreſſions, and 
bloted them all out, as a thick cloud, and 
removed that burden, of guilt that was too 
heavy for you to bear? Has the blood, of 
God's dear fon cleanſed you from all ſin, and 
took away the love of it, and the power 
and guilt of it from thy conſcience ? Do 
you feel the teſtimony of Gop's ſpirit within, 
wineſſing with thy fpirit, that you are born 
again; and that your ſoul is changed, and 
you made @ new creature, for except you be 
D 2 con- 


— 
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converted, and become like a little child, you 
can in no wiſe enter the R ing dom of Heaven, 
Matth, xviii. 3. 

- Again, are you mage ſenſible of your 
milery and wretchedneſs by nature ?. and 
that your heart is deſperately wicked, 
dead in tr eſſþaſſes and in ſims, conſequent- 
ly cannot repent nor return to G0 with- 
out his ſpecial grace - and favour. Do 
you feel any love, to G0 and his word! 
or, is your mind ſtill at enmity againſt him ! 
do you think he has dealt hardly with you, 
and rewarded you more than your iniqui- 
ties deſerve? 

O conhder his long forbearing mercy! 
and great goodnels towards thee, for he 
bath bore long with your manners, and-hath 
not cut you down as an incumberer of the 
ground, and taken you away in the midfl of 
your ſins. 

O!] let the unwearied patience of Goy, 
lead thee to repentance. O feet the Lor 
while he may be found, and call upon him 
while he is near : leaſt he fwear in has wrath 
that vou ſhall not enter into his reſt. Acquaini 
thyſelf with him and be at peace, leaſt he take 
thee away at a ſtroke, and there be none (0 
deliver. For when once his anger is but 
kindled, it will burn to the loweſt hell. When 
once he is provoked, and his hand take: 
hold 0 his glittering ſword, then 7 

Wil 
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will be inexorable and dreadfully ſevere to 
the unrepentant ſinner. Then he will 
ſware that time ſhall be no more with thee. 
O how precious is time ! how careful ought 
we to be of it, to redeem it, as the Apoltle 
ſays. We may have much of this worlds 
goods in ſtore, for our bodies, to ſupply all 
the exegencies. of life ; but we have not 
time in luch abundance to treaſure up to 
uſe at our pleaſure. There is but one mo- 
ment of time in the world at once, the 
Loxp deals it out as perſops deal out a pre- 
cious medicine, only a drop at a time; ſo 
that none fall to the ground and is loſt. 

O how valuable then is time! and how. 
apt are we to abule it, as the poet ſays, 
We take no notice of time, but from its 
he WF loſs.” Conſider then the infinite value of 
of your ſouls ; the loſs of the ſoul is an cter- 

nal loſs, which will run through millions 
b, of years, and can never be retrieved. When 
20 Wl the door of\ mercy is ſhut, then there will 
m be no redreſs to be had, butthe foul will be 
11h left to weep and wailineternal aiid irrerrieve- 
int able ruin, miſery, outter darkneſs, and woe. 
ke An impaſſible_gulph will then be fixed, be- 
4% tween Gop and the ſoul; the righteous a 
but the wicked, Heaven and Hell; ſo chat there 
len cannot be any admiſſion, nor accels to Gop, - 
ces MW nor the leaſt communion with each other. 


he Luke xvi, 26. | | 
vil | Da. O my 
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O my friend! my heart is pained within 
me, for thee, for the day is coming (and 
it makes halt and takes long progreflive 
ſtrides) in the which, thou wilt weep 
bitterly except thou repent and believe in 
Jesvs, who is the only remedy, to prevent 
the dire diſtruction of thy foul. Ah! think 
on It e're it be too late, before the evil 
day over takes thee. 

I 'muſt now conclude. my letter, with 
giving you that advice one of Job's friends 
gave him, i. e. acquaint thyſelf with him, 
(Gop) and be at peace, thereby ſhall good come 
unto thee, Job xxii, 21, That this may 
be your experience ; that you may take this 


advice, ſhall be the fervent prayer, and ar- | 
dent wiſh, of 


| * 
Your's, ce. 1 
1 
J. P. IN! 
9 
King & ſton upon Thames, s 
* 20th, 1778. 
| { 
| , 
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LETTER VI. 


He that confeſſeth and forſaketh his fin ſhall have mercy 
Hor Gov is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and 
o cleanſe us From all unrighteouſnefs, 1 Epiltle John 
i. 9q,—ProV. xxviii, 13. * 


DAR S 


T, 
Received your letter, and am glad to 
hear · that you took my friendly advice 
and inſtruction ſo kindly; you ſay that 

you © are deeply convinced of your loſt, 
ruined ſtate, and. that you read and pray 
night and day, till you cannot pray na 
longer; and: that. you fear that Gop has 
quite forſaken you; and that you have 
committed the unpardonable ſin againſt. 
the boly ghoſt; therefore you draw. this 
haſty concluſion from theſe premiles, that 
there is no hope for you;” And you allo . 
lay, „that Gon will not gear the prayer of 
the wicked,” that they are an abomination in 
his ſight, and therefore, you again conclude, 
that you muſt lie down in ſorrow for 2 
| with 


I. 


* 1 
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without a gleam of hope. You alſo ſay, 
There is no ſinner ſo great, fo wretched 
and vile as you; without Gop, and without 
lope in the world,” and nothing but a fear- 
full looking for the firy indignation of the 
wrath of Gop, revealed from Heaven 
againſt your unrighteouſneſs... Is it fo? 
Then let me tell you, and exhort you, not 
to fear, Gop will hear your prayer, he 
cannat deny himfelf, nor you of your requelt ; 
if you are ſenſible of your need of the Sa- 
viouR, Jesus, if you deſire ſincerely 
from the bottom of your heart, to ceaſe 
from fin; not becaule it brings you into 
trouble only, but, becauſe it diſhonor's 
Gov, and is offenſive to his divine Majeſty. 
If your prayers, for deliverance goeth 
out of unfeigned bps, you ſhalt obtain. 
See P/al. iv. g.—— Jeb xxxiv. 28. Re- 
member the Loxp - ſays, that id is ſin 


that ſeparates between him and you, 

See Ja. ix. 2. Read it at your 
leiſure. | 

Jam glad to bear you confeſs your fins, 


but let me telt you, that this will not do 
alone, you muſt not reſt here; for the 
Lon p fays, that it is kim that confeſſeth and 
for/aketh has fins ſhall find mercy. Prov. xxviii. 
xiii. Again, ſays John, 1 Epiltle, i. g, 


/ we conſeſs our ſins, he (Gov) is faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to. cleanſe 
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us from all unrighteouſneſs. [mark theſe 
words well.] Now if you are made heartily 
willing to part with all thy fins, though 
ever ſo dear as a right hand, or a Tight 
eye, and live the liſe of the righteous, (which 
though a holy one, yet a miſerable, perſe- 
cuted and wretched one here) as well as to 
die the death of the righteous, and be a per- 
taker of his bleſſedneſs in another world: 
then if this is thy deſire, Gop cannot deny 
thee. “ All that the Loxp requireth is to 
feel our need of him-:” no other qualifi- 
cation is wanting, but it is very requiſite 
that we ſhould feel ourſelves helpleſs fin- 
ners, for CuRISH came not to call the righte-- 

0115, but ſinners to repentance, Matth. ix. 13, 


© Come ye ſinners poor and wretched, 
&© Weak and 1 ſick and ſore; 

& JEsvs ready ſtands to {ave you. 

&« He is willing, doubt no more.“ 


We read that the whole need not the piiyſts. © 
cian, but they that are ſick. Now the queſ- 
tion is, are you ſick? Sick of your fins 
and your evil ways, which were not good. 
Do you loath yourſelf in duſt and aſhes ? 
Then ſurely thou art poor and needy, (as 
you ſay you are) then come to Jxsvs, 
weary and heavy laden, ſick and ſorrowful; 
ſinful and poluted as you are; and ſay, J 
am vile, I am oppreſſed, O Lox D] I beſerch- 

* | thee 


| 1 
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.. thee underiake for me, and deliver my ſoul, 
for, I am not worthy. to be called thy ſon. 

Now, if you are defirous of mercy, ſor 
from good motives, thou ſhall obtain it I da 
ſooner or later. The Loxv hath not pro- I P® 
miſed to give us pardon immediately, no; W 
he will ſometimes hide himſelf, and only I © 
peep through the lattice-of the window, and IN © 
give us only a ſmall glimpſe of his face. 1“ 
Therefore, he often ſulpends his grace and 1 
wanifeſtations awile, in order to make us 1 
cry the more vehemently like the cannanite- I 
iſh woman. Marl vii. 18.——She impor- 1 

| tuned Gop long with many cries and tears, f. 

with her repeated requeſt. And though k 
I ]z$vus ſeemed to. reject ber, and ſaid, It ts i 
not meet to take the childrens bread and caſt it Nh 
unto dogs. Yet behold, ſhe believed the I " 

cutting reproof, and made an humble re- 

ply, and ſaid, tut Loxp, it is not right * 

to take thy mercy and give it to ſuch a dog Il © 

7 

| 


as 1, yet, ſuch a dog would be glad of the 
leaſt crum of mercy that falls from thy table. 
See how ſhe pleaded and gained her re- 
queſt, go thou and do likewiſe. O! conſider 
how long the Loxy has waited, and bore 
with thy manners; and ſurety thou oughtelt 
to waite for his mercy. and compaſſion; 
and in the mean while to be deeply 
humble for thy fin and folly. 


The 
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The Lox» keeps a ſinner waiting long, 
BB fometimes after convinced of his fia an! 
t danger, and the want of mercy; on pur- 
„pole to make him cry the more to him 
; | for deliverance, and, prize it when it 
comes; you may depend upon it, that 
d dere is ſomething wrong in your experi— 
| ence, you do not ſee your need, and are 
1 © oot ſenſible enough of your loſt eſlate; 
and ſee not that your own ſtrength is but 
. | perfect weakneſs, elſe the Loup, would 
bon deliver you. Thou art not yet drove 
„ || from every falle refuge of lies; there is 
h | fome idol, and ſome enemy lurking within; 
% | fome ſin indulged and not given up, that 
is ftill fweet, not hated and repented of, 
e nor mourned over, Hear what the Lozp, 
. | fays reſpetting his people in old times, 
t | wien their enemies beſet them in Can-, 
g aan, when all your firength is gone, and there 
e none left, and none ſhut up ; then in this. 


. their extremity is God's opportunity to de- 
- | liver, and diſplay his power, manifeſt his 
r | mercy, and beſtow his pardoning love. 
6 When you feel the deepeſt need of di- 
t £ vine help, when all friends and lovers ſtand 
; aloft, and every other refuge fails —When 
„ this deliverance | 1s experienced, and brought 


home to the heart; then the LorD gives 
e BN firong drink t them that are thirfly, and ready 

to periſh; and wine to them that ave of a heavy © 
heart, 
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keart, that, they drink and forget their pr. 


ve yly, and remember thrir miſery no more, 


Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. Thus he leads the 


cauſe of lhe poor and needy, and gives bear 
for. aſhes, and the oil of joy for mourning. an 


the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavi- 
neſs ; this is the Lok Ds work. J/a. Ix1. g. 


O! then wait on him, and he HM 


ftrengthen thine heart; for wholoever cometh, 


thus poor and needy, wretched and 


miſerable, weak and helpleſs, ſick ard 
ſorrowful, ſhall in no wrſe be caſt out. T': 


von is for an appointed time, it will cout] 
aud not tarry, (in the purpoſe of Gop, 


thoughit waits in our ideas.) though it larry, 
wait ſor t. I muſt now conclude my ad- 


dreſs, and, only add my prayers to what IF 
bave written, that the Lorb would ſeal in- 
ſtruction to thy foul; in the mean while. I. 
as in all my other epiſtles, ſubſcribe my ſcli, 


Your's, &c. 
. F. 


Kingſton upon Thames, 
Dec. uit, 177 
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